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Week Ending Friday, August 14, 1992 


The President’s News Conference 
in Kennebunkport, Maine 


August 8, 1992 


Bosnia 


The President. Let me thank you all and 
just say that I’ve just met with Secretary Che- 
ney, Deputy Secretary Eagleburger, Ambas- 
sador Watson from the United Nations mis- 
sion, U.S. mission to the United Nations, and 
General Scowcroft. We are discussing, of 
course, the situation in Bosnia. We reviewed 
the situation in Bosnia but with a lot of em- 
phasis on the United Nations. I’m delighted 
that Ambassador Watson could join us. 

I’m pleased with the first indication from 
those controlling the detention camps that 
access will be given to the International Red 
Cross, the ICRC. We're determined that 
those camps must be submitted to inspec- 
tion. 

I’ve just spoken to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations Boutros-Ghali about 
our concern of the camps. I had a chance 
to review with him in some detail the situa- 
tion at the United Nations and with 
UNPROFOR; that’s the United Nations 
force there in Sarajevo. I thanked him for 
all of his efforts. The United Nations, of 
course, is playing a very constructive role. 

I’m pleased that the Sarajevo airport is 
open once again and that the relief flights 
are able to go in. We are continuing to work 
with United Nations Security Council mem- 
bers on the substance of a resolution which 
would enhance our collective ability to deal 
with this situation. We’re emphasizing the 
critical importance of early action to prevent 
the deterioration of the situation. 

Having said all that, nothing is ruled in 
or out, and I will say that the object of provid- 
ing humanitary assistance is our goal. Noth- 
ing has been ruled in or out to achieve that, 
and we have talked about a wide array of 
actions we can take in cooperation with our 


allies. The first and primary thing is to con- 
tinue to work at the United Nations. 

I must say that the Secretary-General did 
express some optimism about access to the 
camps, not just for the International Red 
Cross but also for the Office of the High 
Commissioner of Refugees which is, as we 
all know, a United Nations agency. So we're 
updated on it, and I will try to keep the 
American people filled in as we go along on 
this, trying to help solve these tremendous 
humanitarian problems there. 

I'd be glad to take a couple of questions, 
and I know they have to go back. 


Use of Force 


Q. There are reports now coming out of 
the U.N. that there is some agreement 
among the allies that NATO would be sup- 
plying air power and that the Western Euro- 
pean union would supply forces on the 
ground to protect those shipments of human- 
itarian aid. Is that the case? 

The President. No, that is not the case. 
As I say, we are talking about all kinds of 
options, but there’s no determination to that 
effect. 

Q. Mr. President, Chancellor Kohl has 
suggested this firm blockade. I’m not sure 
how that would help get supplies through, 
but I wonder if you could give your reactions 
to that as well as to the belligerent talk com- 
ing from the people who represent them- 
selves as the government of the Serbians 
threatening retaliation. 

The President. When the United Nations 
takes a position and when countries join in, 
in terms of sanctions, it is in everybody's in- 
terest that those sanctions be fulfilled, that 
they be implemented. There have been some 
leaks in all of that, and we discussed Chan- 
cellor Kohl’s call. No specific action taken, 
but again, it’s highly complex. But we are 
determined to see that when the United Na- 
tions passes a resolution, it is implemented. 
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I did see a report of a rather reckless state- 
ment by a professed leader. And we are 
not—certainly no policy of the United States, 
and I don’t believe any policy of the United 
Nations will be affected by threatening state- 
ments of that nature. 

Q. Mr. President, could you characterize 
the difference between Britain and France 
and the U.S. position on the use of force? 
And also, tell us if you were surprised at their 
characterization of your possible use of force 
as being politically motivated? 

The President. No, 1 don’t think we got 
a difference; I don’t think anybody wants to 
go forward to use force. One thing I’ve re- 
viewed today with Secretary Cheney and par- 
ticularly with both Eagleburger and Cheney 
was the complexity. Larry Eagleburger’s 
lived there for 7 years of his life. General 
Scowcroft has lived there, and Secretary 
Cheney has looked very carefully at all this. 

So, it is highly complex. The American 
people must not be misled into thinking that 
there is some quick and easy military answer 
to this highly complex question. I don’t be- 
lieve, after talking to Ambassador Watson 
and—I did talk, as you know, I believe; I 
think we announced it yesterday—to Prime 
Minister Major, that there are wide dif- 
ferences between France, England, and the 
United States. There may be some dif- 
ferences. 

But as in the past, as it was with Desert 
Storm and other resolutions, we worked 
those differences out. But I don’t think it 
would help to categorize what they might be. 
But there are no fundamental differences in 
terms of rushing in to use force. If something 
I said or anybody has said implies we want 
to go in there with ground forces, something 
along those lines, please let me lay that to 
rest. Because you know, I don’t care what 
the political pressures are, before one soldier 
or whatever it is, marine, is committed to 
battle, I’m going to know how that person 
gets out of there. We are not going to get 
bogged down in some guerrilla warfare. I 
owe it to the military not to make some rash 
decision based on politics. 

So I’m glad you asked it because I will 
shoot it down right now. 1 don’t care what 
the pressures are. If the Senate’s going to 
pass a resolution, fine; let them pass it. But 
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I have the responsibility not just to try to 
help solve this humanitarian problem but for 
the lives of young Americans. I take that re- 
sponsibility very, very seriously. 

Q. Sir, you apparently are for air strikes 
to free up these relief supplies. However, it’s 
been said by the British and the French and 
others as the only way you can assure these 
convoys going in is to have ground forces 
there. The air strikes can’t protect people 
who are being sniped at from roadways and 
from mountains and hills. You talk about the 
difficulties. Can you explain some of the dif- 
ficulties and how air strikes would be help- 
ful? 

The President. I’m not certain that the 
air strikes themselves would solve the prob- 
lem, nor am I certain that putting ground 
forces into this situation, as it stands now, 
would solve the problem. Therein lies its 
complexity. This is a highly complex problem 
with all kinds of ethnic problems in there, 
all kinds of ancient rivalries. Our goal is to 
help solve the humanitarian problems. And 
John [John Cochran, NBC News], there isn’t 
an easy formula. If there was, we would have 
put it into effect before now. 

Q. What will the U.N. resolutions be that 
we want? Do you know yet? 

The President. Well, we're working. I 
can’t give you the exact details, but I referred 
to it the other day that we want to have au- 
thority to do whatever it takes to get in and 
solve this humanitarian question. 


Presidential Campaign 


Q. Mr. President, could I ask a non- 
Bosnian question? Your political director of 
your reelection campaign appears to want to 
keep alive whether or not there was an apol- 
ogy rendered for an attack-type press release 
on Governor Clinton. Is she off the reserva- 
tion, or are you trying to have it both ways? 

The President. No, she’s not off the res- 
ervation. That matter, as far as I’m con- 
cerned, has been laid to rest. I don’t know 
what you mean by she wants to keep it alive. 
I mean, we're going to have a hard-hitting 
campaign. Let me just repeat it, and I hope 
this will lay it to rest. 

For 9 months, the other side has been 
hammering me. We put one toe in the water 
to fight back and they start yelling, negative 
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campaigning. We are going to hit them hard, 
legitimately on issue differences and on their 
record. That’s going to happen. We've got 
a very good bulldog doing that in Mary 
Matalin, and she’s going to keep doing it. 
One little error in that because of interpreta- 
tion, where we got across the line that I don’t 
want to cross, and that is an area that I would 
term as a sleaze area. She understands it, and 
that’s not going to happen again. 

Q. Mr. President, you said in an interview 
that if Governor Clinton were elected Presi- 
dent, he would return us to the economic 
problems of the late seventies. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Are you prepared to tell the American 
people now that if you are reelected, that 
you will not raise their taxes? 

The President. I'm prepared to say we 
don’t need to raise taxes. We've got a plan 
up there that controls the growth of spend- 
ing. We've got a plan to stimulate the econ- 
omy. Absolutely. So I will go back to when 
the previous administration, Jimmy Carter 


administration left office, and I was talking 
about the misery index being right through 
the roof, unemployment and inflation right 
out there to almost a historic high. We don’t 
want to return to what his program of tax 
and spend would get us into. So we’re going 
to have a big difference on all that. 


Arms Embargo Against Bosnia 


Q. Mr. President, back on the Bosnian sit- 
uation. Margaret Thatcher said today that she 
felt the arms embargo against Bosnia should 
be lifted, that those people have a right to 
defend themselves and should have the arms 
to be able to do so. Would you favor lifting 
the arms embargo? 

The President. 1 don’t think the area 
needs more arms, I think it needs less arms. 
But we didn’t go into that in detail. I don’t 
know. 

Do any of you want to address that ques- 
tion? 

Deputy Secretary Eagleburger. They've 
got enough arms there already. 

The President. Secretary Eagleburger 
backed up the President by saying there’s 
enough arms there already. ‘[Laughte r] And 
I’m pleased to note that. But really, we've 
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got to stop the killing some way. I don’t know 
that it’s enhanced by more and more arms. 


Meeting With Advisers 


Q. Sir, we don’t know what you did today. 
We don’t know what you decided today. We 
don’t have a feel for what came out of the 
meeting. 

The President. Stay tuned because you'll 
see this unfold at the United Nations. 

Q. On that same subject, is it too imper- 
tinent to say that we are here in order for 
you to show that you are on the case doing 
something, instead of relaxing? 

The President. Well, | hope you'll say that 
because it’s the truth. And I’m sure that these 
gentlemen could have had a lot more fun 
doing something else today. This is a serious 
matter. It’s not a political matter. This is 
something that a Commander in Chief and 
a President has to deal with, and I plan to 
do it. And if informing the American people 
of just step by step is not good, a I'm 
guilty. But I’m going to keep doing it. No- 
body has to attend. Nobody has to attend. 
This is not political. I’m getting sniped at po- 
litically, but I will not make one decision 
based on American politics, election politics 
92. Now, you can believe that or not, but 
that’s the truth. 


Intelligence Reports for Candidates 


Q. Are you providing intelligence reports 
to Governor Clinton so that there’s 

The President. We offered them, yes. I 
don’t know how much they've accepted. 

General Scowcroft. They have accepted, 
and we are working out arrangements. 

The President. General Scowcroft said 
that it’s been offered, I assume, to both chal- 
lengers, and they have accepted it. But the 
details are being worked out. 


Politics and Foreign Policy 


Q. Is this the kind of crisis that you’re bet- 
ter equipped to handle than Bill Clinton? 

The President. Now, John, clearly you are 
hard of hearing because I said I don’t want 
to put this into a political context. The lady 
standing next to you would kill me if I an- 
swered that question. So I’m not going to 
do it because she would then say, hey, they're 
playing—look, to suggest that because it’s an 
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election year, every decision you make has 
to be purely political, I think that’s crazy. 

I’m trying to conduct the foreign affairs 
and the national security affairs of this coun- 
try with doing what’s right and not be influ- 
enced by political criticism, political sniping, 
or political constructive suggestions. We've 
got a good team working this problem, and 
we're going to keep on working the problem 
and try to keep it out of the political arena. 

We're talking about lives being lost this 
very minute. A lot of people are suggesting 
that, in my view, reckless uses of force, of 
American force. I don’t do it that way. I 
haven’t conducted myself that way in charge 
of our foreign policy and in charge of national 
security, and I’m not going to start now for 
election reasons. So please understand that. 

Last one. Yes. 


Intelligence Briefings 


Q. Mr. President, Mr. Clinton has said he 
hoped he could work out the briefings. But 
he also said that in connection with a rec- 
ommendation on Bosnia last week that he 
felt he knew all that he needed to know. Can 
you tell us if there is more to this matter 
than what’s in the newspapers and whether 
a person who hasn’t had the briefings really 
understands the situation? 

The President. Well, I’ve found that there 
is always more—let me put it in my own per- 
sonal terms. I learn a great deal from my 
daily briefings from the intelligence commu- 
nity and the CIA. I’ve taken them every sin- 
gle day. I remember when | first got the 
nomination as Vice President back in 1980, 
the Carter administration offered these brief- 
ings. I found them extraordinarily helpful. 
But I think they've been turned down. I’m 
not sure. But in 1984, I’m not sure these 
briefings took place because I believe the 
candidate didn’t want them. I could be wrong 
on that, whether it was ’84 or earlier. But 
look, I have no criticism. If he wants the 
briefings, fine. I can just tell you that I learn 
a great deal from them. 

Q. But then he’s operating on less than 
full information on the recommendations 
he’s 

The President. | just find the briefings 


extraordinarily helpful. And when I have 
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them, I have more information than I would 


have if I didn’t. 


Use of Force 


Q. What similarities do you see to Viet- 
nam, sir, in this situation? 

The President. | don’t see any yet. And 
I’m determined there won't be any. 

Q. Sir, a question on Saddam Hussein. 

The President. In terms of U.S. role, the 
U.S. role. 

Q. You keep talking about not getting 
caught—you haven’t actually said quagmire, 
but used synonyms to that. I mean, is it the 
terrain, difficult terrain; you can’t tell where 
the enemy is? 

The President. The terrain is difficult; the 
finding of the opposition is difficult. You have 
a history in that area. You don’t have to go 
very far back. Go back to World War II and 
see a history of successful guerrilla fighting 
in the area. You have a terrain problem at 
Sarajevo that’s similar. 

At the G-7 meeting, people were telling 
me Dien Bien Phu. So I think there are par- 
allels. But there isn’t going to be a parallel 
as long as I make the decisions in terms of 
putting people in there and not clearly un- 
derstanding the mission and not clearly un- 
derstanding how that mission is achieved and 
then seeing those people come out with their 
honor intact, fully backed by the United 
States. 

So it’s highly complex in using that formula 
that I just spelled out and then applying that 
formula to the situation, that highly complex 
situation on the ground today in Yugoslavia. 

Q. Ground troops is out of the question? 

The President. 1 didn’t say that. I just 
spelled out to you the formula that is going 
to be applied if ever any American force is 
used: air, ground, sea, whatever it is. 

Q. Mr. President, you have a situation 
there where we see television pictures of 
buses full of orphans being shot up, the fu- 
nerals of orphans that are killed in that attack 
being mortared, and the international com- 
munity seems to be powerless to do anything. 
Why would it not be worthwhile to at least 
try threatening an ultimatum, threatening 
use of force to halt the bloodshed? 

The President. The international commu- 
nity is working together to try to do some- 
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thing about it. And when we get through 
there, and not before we get through, but 
at the same time, we are grieved by the suf- 
fering in Somalia. I’ve been concerned about 
the eruptions of fighting in different parts 
of the world, in addition to those in other 
parts of the globe. 


So all I’m saying is it’s a very hard problem 
to solve, wave a wand and solve it. But we 
are concerned, and we're working hard to 
get this humanitarian aid in there and to also 
have access to these camps. 


U.N. Resolution 


Q. You said you’re continuing to seek sub- 
stance for a resolution. Is there a particular 
hangup with our allies over the wording of 
a resolution? 


The President. Well, I think there have 
been some differences that we were asked 
about earlier. But I’m satisfied that they will 
be resolved. Then of course, when you go 
into a U.N. resolution, it’s not just the United 
States. If we are correct, and I think we are, 
that we should use the United Nations in this 
area, we have other countries. It’s not simply 
the permanent members of the Security 
Council, although they obviously have a large 
say. If they're not together, all five countries, 
why, nothing’s going to happen in the Secu- 
rity Council. 

So there have been some nuances of dif- 
ferences. But there’s no differences in terms 
of the purpose, in terms of the need to do 
what we need to do to fulfill this humani- 
tarian mission. So there have been some, I 
think it’s fair to say. Wouldn’t you, Alex? Am- 
bassador Watson filled us in on some of the 
detail. I just don’t think it would be helpful 
to publicly go into these differences when 
we're trying to come to a satisfactory conclu- 
sion on a resolution. 


Thank you all very much. Thank you. 


Note: The President's 138th news conference 
began at 4:35 p.m. at his home on Walker's 
Point. In his remarks, he referred to Mary 
Matalin, deputy campaign manager for polit- 
ical operations, Bush-Quayle ’92. 
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Remarks on the Arrival of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel in 
Kennebunkport, Maine 


August 10, 1992 


Q. Mr. Bush, will the Prime Minister get 
his loan guarantees? 


The President. This is what we call a 
photo opportunity, and we’re not going to 
take any questions now, but we'll have plenty 
of opportunity after we have discussions. 


The only thing I want to say is that the 
welcome mat is out for Prime Minister 
Rabin. He has many friends in the United 
States, including the man he’s standing next 
to, and we are looking forward to strengthen- 
ing a relationship that is strong and will be 
even stronger. So that’s all I care to say. 


But welcome, Prime Minister. We’re so 
pleased you're here. 


The Prime Minister. Mr. President, first 
I would like to thank you for your kind invita- 
tion at this chapter of the life of Israel, and 
no doubt of my own life as the new Prime 
Minister. My purpose, as it was stated before 
the elections, after the elections in Israel, 
that we would like on the one hand to give 
a chance, a real chance to the peace negotia- 
tions within the framework of the Madrid 
conference. We would like to change the 
order of our national priorities. We believe 
that the real problems are in the domestic 
field. In addition, to make a real effort to 
negotiate these seriously without endanger- 
ing Israel’s security, vital interests. And no 
doubt, we would like to make sure that there 
is a better and more intimate relationship be- 
tween our two countries, our two peoples, 
and our two Governments. Let’s hope that 
this visit will give a chance to at least make 
clear where we stand, what we can do to- 
gether to achieve these goals. 


The President. It’s a good objective, and 
I agree with him. Anyway, welcome, once 
again. We’re very pleased you came. Look 
forward to our meeting. 


Well, we're off to have some meetings 
right now, as a matter of fact. 


Q. By candlelight? We understand your 
power’s out, Mr. Bush. 
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The President. Well, it’s so beautiful out- 
doors, we might just meet outside. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:23 a.m. at 
his home on Walker's Point. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Statement on the Middle East Peace 
Talks 


August 10, 1 992 


We are pleased to announce that we have 
received positive responses from all the par- 
ties to the bilateral negotiations in the Arab- 
Israeli peace process to attend the sixth 
round of talks which will commence in Wash- 
ington on August 24. 

The United States and Russia, as co-spon- 
sors, welcome this opportunity for the parties 
to engage in substantive negotiations and to 
make real progress during this round. 


The United States is prepared to continue 
to play its role as a driving force, catalyst, 
oa honest broker to promote progress in 
these negotiations. 


Proclamation 6463—Women’s 
Equality Day, 1992 
August 10, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


“I believe in woman’s suffrage, because I 
believe in democracy.” With these words, 
Congressman M. Clyde Kelly of Pennsylva- 
nia summarized the convictions of countless 
Americans who supported the adoption of 
the 19th Amendment to our Constitution. 
This Amendment, which was passed by the 
Congress in June 1919, ratified by the Ten- 
nessee legislature on August 20, 1920, and 
officially declared part of our Constitution six 
days later, guaranteed for women the right 
to vote. 

The adoption of the 19th Amendment 
marked a long-awaited triumph for members 
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of the woman’s suffrage movement and the 
beginning of ever greater participation by 
women in the day-to-day process of govern- 
ment. By the time the proposed Amendment 
was presented to the States for ratification— 
some 40 years after it had been introduced 
in the Congress—women had won equal suf- 
frage in 15 States and in the Alaska Territory. 
Women could vote in Presidential elections 
in 12 other States and in primary elections 
in two States. Yet, after years of hard work 
at the grassroots level, suffragettes and their 
supporters knew that full, effective recogni- 
tion of women’s right to vote depended on 
action at the Federal level. To allow the 
question to be resolved arbitrarily, by the in- 
dividual States, would refute the idea of 
women as coheirs to the God-given and 
unalienable rights enshrined in our Nation’s 
Declaration of Independence and guaran- 
teed by our Constitution. 

Proponents of the 19th Amendment un- 
derstood that, as long as women were 
disenfranchised in any State, our Nation de- 
viated from the principles on which it was 
founded—including the belief that govern- 
ments derive their just powers from the con- 
sent of the governed. Explaining the link be- 
tween woman’s suffrage and the preservation 
of democracy, Representative Kelly said: 


When officials are chosen without the 
consent of all, then those who had no 
voice in their selection are subjects, not 
citizens. Women are citizens, they are 
part of the people, and they have a right 
to help elect those who shall represent 
them and to help make the laws under 
which they shall live and to which they 
must render obedience. 


By extending the franchise, the United States 
took an important step toward fulfilling its 
promise of liberty and justice for all—one 
that would be followed by other legal mile- 
stones such as the 1964 Civil Rights Act, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, and, more re- 
cently, the Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1990 and the Civil Rights Act of 1991. 

Although women have always made vital 
contributions to the social, cultural, and eco- 
nomic development of the United States, it 
was not until adoption of the 19th Amend- 
ment that they became full participants in 
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our system of self-government. No longer ex- 
cluded from the voting booth, women began 
to play increasingly influential roles in public 
life, overcoming legal and attitudinal barriers 
to their advancement and sharing their tal- 
ents and ideas in virtually every field. 

As we commemorate the ratification of the 
19th Amendment nearly three-quarters of a 
century ago, we recall the many contributions 
and achievements of women, as well as our 
obligation to promote equal opportunities for 
all Americans. This year, let us also reflect 
on the importance of having the right to vote 
and of faithfully exercising that right. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim August 26, 1992, as 
Women’s Equality Day. I invite all Ameri- 
cans to observe this day with appropriate pro- 
grams and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of August, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
two, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and 
seventeenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:38 a.m., August 11, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on August 12. 


Nomination of Harry J. Gilmore To 
Be United States Ambassador to 
Armenia 


August 10, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Harry J. Gilmore, of Vir- 
ginia, a career member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to be 
Ambassador of the United States to the Re- 
public of Armenia. 

Mr. Gilmore currently serves as Deputy 
Commandant for International Affairs at the 
U.S. Army War College. Prior to this, he 
served in several positions at the Department 
of State including principal officer at the U.S. 
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Embassy Office in Berlin, 1990-91; U.S. 
Minister and Deputy Commandant at the 
U.S. Mission in Berlin, 1987-90; Deputy in 
the Office of Central European Affairs at the 
State Department; Deputy Chief of Mission 
at the American Embassy in Belgrade, Yugo- 
slavia, 1981-85; Deputy Director for Eastern 
European and Yugoslav Affairs at the State 
Department; political officer and deputy 
principal officer at the American consulate 
general in Munich, 1975-78; and country of- 
ficer for Yugoslavia at the Bureau of Euro- 
pean Affairs at the Department of State, 
1973-75. 

Mr. Gilmore graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh (B.A., 1960). He was born 
November 16, 1937, in McKeesport, PA. He 
is married, has three children, and resides 
in Carlisle, PA. 


The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 


of Israel in Kennebunkport, Maine 
August 11, 1992 


The President. Well, I’ve just spent the 
best part of the past 24 hours with Prime 
Minister Rabin, and it has been a true pleas- 
ure for Barbara and me to spend this time 
with the Prime Minister and Mrs. Rabin. 
We've known them for many years. As a mat- 
ter of fact, we’re charter members of the 
former ambassadors club, and we could not 
be happier than to have them visit us here 
at Kennebunkport, this very special place for 
me and for my family. 

Before I say some more about my hours 
of conversation with the Prime Minister, I 
want to take this opportunity to say a few 
things about the relationship between the 
United States and Israel. This is a relation- 
ship that goes back more than four decades 
to Israel’s birth in 1948. This is a relationship 
that’s been tested in times of peace and war, 
one capable not only of weathering dif- 
ferences but of accomplishing great things. 
This is a relationship based on a shared com- 
mitment to democracy and to common val- 
ues, as well as the solid commitment to Isra- 
el’s security, including its qualitative military 
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edge. This is a special relationship. It is one 
that is built to endure. 

Now, we reviewed a great many issues, 
often in considerable depth, and I want to 
begin with the peace process. I will let the 
Prime Minister, obviously, speak for himself, 
but I do not think he would object to my 
saying that we agree 100 percent that our 
goal goes beyond that of ending the state of 
war. What we seek is real peace, codified by 
treaties, characterized by reconciliation and 
openness, including trade and tourism. It 
must be a comprehensive peace on all fronts, 
grounded in U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338, born of direct negotia- 
tions. 

Two weeks from now in Washington, rep- 
resentatives of Israel along with those of the 
Palestinians, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon will 
resume direct negotiations launched in Ma- 
drid last October. I am optimistic that these 
talks are about to enter a new, more produc- 
tive phase. 

Prime Minister Rabin has persuaded me 
that Israel’s new government is committed 
to making these talks succeed, and I call 
upon the Arab parties to respond in kind. 
The time has come to make peace, not simply 
to talk of it. 

We also spent time discussing the region 
at large. It is tragic that so much of the his- 
tory of the Middle East is measured by wars. 
It’s a crime to waste so much of the area’s 
resources, human and material alike, in pre- 
paring for wars or waging them. It is time 
these resources were committed to meeting 
the needs of people. We thus committed our- 
selves to work to stem the proliferation of 
conventional arms as well as weapons of mass 
destruction. We agreed to work together on 
behalf of the multilateral process begun in 
Moscow earlier this year to promote progress 
between Israel and her neighbors on issues 
ranging from water, the environment, eco- 
nomic development, to refugees and secu- 
rity. 

The Prime Minister and I focused as well 
on the international situation, and we agreed 
that the world must seize the historic oppor- 
tunity created by reform in Russia and the 
other newly independent States. We agreed, 
too, that the world must act to bring to an 
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end this humanitarian nightmare that now 
exists in what was Yugoslavia. 

The Prime Minister and I also devoted a 
good deal of time to bilateral issues. Let me 
say that it’s a source of considerable satisfac- 
tion to me to look back on all that has been 
accomplished just over the last few years. 
With the assistance of the United States, Is- 
rael has been able to take major strides in 
breaking out of its diplomatic isolation. Israel 
no longer is stigmatized so unfairly by a U.N. 
resolution equating Zionism with racism. 

Literally hundreds of thousands of Jews 
from Ethiopia and from the former Soviet 
Union now make their homes in Israel; and 
this, more than anything else, is what the 
Jewish state is all about. 

In this regard, I am extremely pleased to 
announce that we were able to reach agree- 
ment on the basic principles to govern the 
granting of up to $10 billion in loan guaran- 
tees. I’ve long been committed to supporting 
Israel in the historic task of absorbing immi- 
grants, and I’m delighted that the Prime 
Minister and I have agreed to an approach 
which will assist these new Israelis without 
frustrating the search for peace. We can thus 
pursue these two humanitarian goals at one 
and the same time. 

I look forward to sitting down with the 
congressional leadership and recommending 
to them that Congress take swift action on 
authorizing up to $10 billion in loan guaran- 
tees to facilitate Israeli absorption of immi- 
grants. Together with the economic reforms 
the new Israeli government is committed to, 
I am confident that these loan guarantees can 
make a considerable contribution, a critical 
contribution, to Israel’s future. I would hope 
that other governments with the means to 
do so would also consider extending loan 
guarantees for this purpose. 

I'd like to say one more thing about my 
time with the Prime Minister. The meetings 
were important for what we discussed, but 
they were also significant for the tone of the 
discussions. Our time together can best be 
described as a consultation between close 
friends and strategic partners, one character- 
ized by trust, warmth, and a commitment to 
meeting these common challenges. This is 
strategic cooperation at its very best. 
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So again, let me just end these remarks 
by saying how much we've enjoyed having 
the Rabins visit us at our home here and now, 
speaking for all Americans, how much we 
hope the Prime Minister and his wife will 
be regular visitors to the United States of 
America. 

Thank you, sir. 

The Prime Minister. 
much. 

Mr. President, let me first thank you 
wholeheartedly for the kind and warm hospi- 
tality bestowed by Mrs. Bush and yourself 
on my wife and me, as well as our colleagues. 
It has been a real pleasure to spend with you, 
with Secretary Baker, General Scowcroft, 
and your other colleagues, this highly pleas- 
ant day. We really appreciate it. 

I would also like to thank you for your kind 
words this morning. Our exchange of views 
here included a great number of subjects, 
both of a general character, dealing with 
international issues and concerns, specific bi- 
lateral matters. It was done in a constructive 
and friendly atmosphere for which we are 
grateful. 

I would like to allude, first, to the human 
tragedy in Bosnia. We, the Jewish people, 
having suffered persecution throughout his- 
tory can never remain indifferent to such 
tragedies. The killing must stop. I know that 
the United States is now making great efforts 
towards a solution there. We, on our part, 
are trying to contribute as much as we can 
in humanitarian aid. Let us hope that those 
tortured people will find peace. 

Mr. Pre . as you kindly indicated, the 
basis of the relationship between Israel and 
the United States is the unshakable founda- 
tion of shared values and hopes. Our joint 
commitment to democracy and to freedom 
stands as a permanent, solid rock on which 
a very special relationship is built. 

This relationship, which has seen occa- 
sional, temporary differences—differences, 
views—include our strategic cooperation 
among other important links developed over 
many years. We have both reiterated our mu- 
tual desire to continue those links, facing the 
challenges that lie ahead. 

Mr. President, we live through troubled 
times, reflected also in our region. We have 
supported since the beginning of the Gulf 


Thank you very 
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crisis the U.S. and your policy against Sad- 
dam Hussein’s brutal aggression. The strong 
approach taken by the United States during 
the war greatly contributed to the regional 
sense of security and made a positive con- 
tribution to Israel’s security as well. 

We continue to support a determined pol- 
icy towards still-existing dangers. We are 
committed together, Mr. President, to the 
pursuit of peace in our region. The new gov- 
ernment in Israel which I’m privilege 
head will do its utmost to promote the peace- 
making efforts begun and cosponsored by the 
United States under the Madrid framework. 
This framework has been structured to a 
great extent on the basis of the Camp David 
accords and took into considerations many 
of Israel’s desires. 

On our part, we shall do our best to inject 
new momentum to the negotiations, both in 
the bilateral and the multilateral spheres. We 
shall do so as much as we can on a continued 
basis while, of course, scrupulously preserv- 
ing Israel’s security against all threats. 

We will be glad to attend the coming 
round of the bilateral negotiations in Wash- 
ington later this month and through much 
of the next months. We look forward to fruit- 
ful negotiations with the Jordanian-Palestin- 
ian delegation, as well as with the Syrian and 
the Lebanese delegation. It is our hope that 
our counterparts will share our good will and 
openness. The chances for a better, peaceful 
future are there. Let us all take the sain 
of them. We also look forward to the multi- 
lateral negotiation starting anew in Septem- 
ber. 

Mr. President, I would like on behalf of 
my country to express to the United States 
and to you, personally, our gratitude for your 
support to the opening of the gates of the 
former Soviet Union and Ethiopia for the im- 
migration of our brethren who so wished to 
their homeland, Israel. This role will not be 
forgotten. 

In the same spirit, the U.S. has supported 
the idea of absorption of these immigrants, 
enabling them to achieve appropriate hous- 
ing and employment and rebuild ti their lives. 
Your decision now to submit to the Congress 
a proposed legislation concerning the loan 
guarantees is a significant step in this direc- 
tion. 
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We, on our part, are determined to im- 
prove our national economy towards more 
efficient and privatized system for this and 
other goals that must be achieved. We have 
also announced in the basic guidelines of our 
government a change in the national prior- 
ities towards this direction. 

We shall also carry as much as possible 
of the burden, of the financial burden of the 
guarantees so as to lessen any cost to the 
American taxpayer. But your readiness to ex- 
tend them following our discussions means 
a lot to me and to Israel. And again, thank 
you very much. 

The President. Thank you, sir. 


Now we'll be glad to take some questions. 
Middle East Peace Talks 


Q. Mr. President, can you now envision 
a time of real peace between Israel and its 
Arab neighbors? And to what extent has a 
new government in Israel contributed to this 
process? 

The President. Well, I salute the Prime 
Minister. He has been very forthright, as he 
said here in his statement, about wanting to 
continue the peace negotiations, and abso- 
lutely, I think all of us should look optimisti- 
cally about the chances for peace. There are 
always obstacles. But the fact that they are 
coming together across a table, the people 
that have had ancient enmity, is a very good 
sign. I think the approach of this new govern- 
ment which is saying, “Let’s meet; let’s talk,” 
is exactly what it’s going to take to achieve 
the kind of peace that everybody wants. 

As you'll notice in my statement, I called 
upon Arab governments to be forthcoming 
in the forthcoming talks. So yes, we are opti- 
mistic. We all know there are problems, but 
we must achieve it. 

Q. When can we expect results, sir? 

The President. Well, 1 think we just have 
to wait now and see how the talks go. 

Would you like to comment on that ques- 
tion, sir? 

The Prime Minister. Well, we are coming 
with open-minded—we believe that the ne- 
gotiations, face-to-face, on the three delega- 
tions, the Jordanian-Palestinian, the Syrian, 
and the Lebanese, can be conducted, the 
purpose to achieve, when it comes to the Jor- 
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danian-Palestinian delegation, the interim ar- 
rangement for self-rule to the Palestinians. 

The way it is described in principles in the 
letter of invitation to the Madrid conference, 
we are open-minded, we are interested to 
achieve. But in the Middle East, there is a 
saying that for war, one side is — for 
peace, you need two. We hope we'll have 
the second partner. 

The President. We're going to try to alter- 
nate between U.S. and Israeli journalists, if 


that’s all right. 
Israel-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President, you spoke of a strategic 
partnership between the two countries. I was 
wondering if you could elaborate a bit and 
tell us if you believe Israel has strategic im- 
portance to the United States in the after- 
math of the cold war. 

The President. | do, and I think that when 
we talk about militarily qualitative edge, that 
is a longstanding position of the United 
States. We will continue to uphold it. Israel 
is a democracy surrounded by countries that 
aren’t, and they have been loyal and staunch 
friends. 

My responsibilities as for President of the 
United States and the security of this country 
relate to the fact that nobody knows where 
the next crisis could come. You rely on 
friends in a crisis. Israel is not only important 
as a friend, but they have demonstrated stra- 
tegic reliability. So I don’t care to elaborate 
any more, but I just would reemphasize the 
fact that it is not only historic friendship 
based on democracy, but it is in the interest 
of the United States. It is in our security in- 
terest to retain the kind of relationship we 
have militarily and every other way with Is- 
rael. 


Palestinians 


Q. To follow it up, after your discussions 
with Mr. Rabin, I assume you exchanged 
views on perhaps the shape of Palestinian 
self-rule. Would you say that you basically 
see eye-to-eye on how that should—the 
terms? 

The President. Well, I'd say he made a 
very clear presentation about this. And I 
don’t know, there might be some differences, 
but I think basically we recognize that as he 
approaches the peace table, that is the way 
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to decide what happens. We’re not going to 
prejudge or precondition from the United 
States standpoint. 


Loan Guarantees for Israel 


Q. It’s been said that you had reached 
agreement on the basic principles for grant- 
ing the loan guarantees. Does that mean that 
the agreement is less than final? 

The President. No, I'm going to go for- 
ward. I’m going to keep it a little bit—I’m 
not going to go into a lot of detail right now. 
I think I owe it out of courtesy to the con- 
gressional leadership to go forward with rec- 
ommended legislation. I will be doing that. 
I think we're set for this afternoon to do just 
that, and I think that will give us a chance 
to—-so it’s more than just a general agree- 
ment, but there’s enough specifics here for 
me to recommend enthusiastically to the 

United States Congress and to the American 
people that this is in not only the interest 
of Israel, but it is in our interest. 

Q. Well, what are those basic principles, 
sir, and how do they relate to this touchy 
question of settlements? 

The President. Well, I’ve just touched on 
one of them, that we have a strategic ally. 
There’s a broad humanitarian principle, and 
that is we would like to be helpful in settling 
those that have come home, those that have 
left Ethiopia, those that have left the former 
Soviet Union, and that’s kind of the humani- 
tarian aspect of it. 

There’s all kinds of implications. A strong 
Israel, an Israel that is better able to cope 
through the borrowings it’s making, is in our 
interest. 

Q. Well, what about this basic question 
of settlements, sir, that’s been so touchy be- 
tween the two countries? 

The President. 1 think that I would let 
Prime Minister Rabin’s words speak, not just 
the words here but the words that he spoke 
during his campaign, and then the actions 
that he has taken. We see a very different 
approach to settlements, and we salute the 
Prime Minister. It was not an easy position, 
and I’m sure there are divisions in Israel on 
this position. But he took a lot of courage, 
and he has begun to implement that policy 
certainly to the satisfaction of the United 
States. 
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I would prefer you call on your traveling 
journalists so I don’t overlook anybody, and 
then, well, if they ask me the question, I'll 
be glad to try to—— 


Israeli POW’s and MIA’s 


Q. Mr. President and Mr. Prime Minister, 
did you deal with the problem of the MIA’s 
and POW’, the Israeli ones? 

The President. We discussed it, and the 
Prime Minister just forcefully said to me, 

“Look, please do everything you can to ac- 
count for whoever else might be held pris- 
oner.” And so he made the case, and I 
pledged to him to do whatever it is we can. 
We do not have great influence on solving 
that problem. We didn’t have too much on 
solving the one where Americans were held. 
But as long as one prisoner is held, everybody 
should be outraged and try to do his level- 
best. 


Jerusalem 


Q. Mr. President, may I ask you please 
as to whether you are prepared to recognize 
a unified Jerusalem as the capital of the sov- 
ereign State of Israel and that you will move 
our Embassy to Jerusalem in your second 
term? 

The President. Let me just say that our 
policy on Jerusalem remains unchanged. It 
must never be divided again, and its final sta- 
tus must be resolved through negotiation. 
And nothing in approach here changes that 
policy. That’s the U.S. policy, and I will just 
stay with that and not go into anymore detail. 


Politics and Foreign Policy 
Q. Mr. President, do you feel that the posi- 


tive tone of these talks and Prime Minister 
Rabin’s warm words here will help in helping 
you win over American Jewish voters who 
were alienated by your remarks on Septem- 
ber 12th and by the tensions in your relation- 
ship with former Prime Minister Shamir? 
The President. Well, let me try to be clear 
on this one, just as I was the other day on 
Bosnia. We’re not talking here about domes- 
tic United States politics, nor are we talking 
about domestic Israeli politics. We're talking 
about principle. We're talking about doing 
what is right. We’re saluting the policy that 
we see as very forthcoming and very proper 
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on the part of the Prime Minister and his 
new government. 

So I'd like to try to leave it out of the 
American election process, and I would read- 
ily recognize that isn’t easy. On anything you 
do, whether it’s a foreign policy matter or 
a domestic matter, every question tries to 
hook it into domestic politics. But I’m going 
to finesse that because I think what we're 
talking about here is too important. 


New York Post Allegations 


Q. Mr. Bush, uncomfortable as the subject 
is, I would think it’s one in which you feel 
a necessity to respond because you've said 
that family values, character, are likely to be 
important in the Presidential campaign. 
There is an extensive series of reports in to- 
day’s New York Post alleging that a former 
U.S. Ambassador, a man now deceased, had 
told several persons that he arranged for a 
sexual tryst involving you and one of your 
female staffers in Geneva in 1984. 

The President. I’m not going to take any 
sleazy questions like that from CNN. I am 


very disappointed that you would ask such 
a question of me, and I will not respond to 
it. I haven’t responded in the past. I think 
it’s—I’m outraged. But nevertheless, in this 
kind of screwy climate we’re in, why, I expect 
it. But I don’t like it, and I’m not going to 
respond other than to say it’s a lie. 


Israeli Policies 


Q. Mr. President, what is the outstanding 
achievement you achieved during this 24- 
hour period with the President? 

The Prime Minister. What? 

Q. The most outstanding achievement, do 
you think, to the people of Israel. 

The Prime Minister. Well, I believe that 
the first and the foremost importance of the 
visit is to try to establish relationship of trust 
and confidence. From the very beginning, 
from the visit of Secretary Baker to the re- 
gion, I made it a point to put the facts, to 
put everything on the table to avoid in the 
future any misunderstanding because not 
stating exactly both our positions, sometimes 
they can bring differences of opinion. But 
the real issue is, even when there are dif- 
ferences of opinion, how to work together, 
Israel and the United States, to achieve our 
common goals, goals that we agree on. 
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In what I have said and described here 
was basically the policies of the new govern- 
ment of Israel. We want, first, to try our best 
within the framework of the Madrid con- 
ference to move in the peacemaking process, 
not in the peace process. 

Second, we changed our national priorities 
from spending our own money, the Israeli 
taxpayer, on settlements that I define them 
in a certain way, and to take them and to 
shift them to cope with the real problems 
of Israel, unemployment, et cetera, in Israel. 

Thirdly, not to take steps that in accord- 
ance to our opinion can interfere with the 
peace negotiations. These are our decision. 
We are going to bring about rezoning, reclas- 
sification of government assisting to building 
houses, absorption, that we'll really shift 
them to what we believe should be. 

I presented the new policy to the Presi- 
dent, to his colleagues, as I did to the people 
of Israel, as I did in the Knesset on the July 
13 when I presented my government. 

Q. Mr. President 


Israeli Settlements 


Q. Prime Minister Rabin, during his cam- 
paign and after the election, distinguished 
between political settlements and the secu- 
rity settlements. After your long talks with 
Prime Minister Rabin, do you agree to that 
distinction? 

The President. Well, we understand the 
position. All I will say is that I salute this 
change. We salute what the Prime Minister 
is trying to do. We understand his position. 
He understands our position. And obviously, 
we would not be going forward with this loan 
guarantee if we did not salute the change. 
So I'd just leave it right there. 


Palestinians 


Q. Mr. President, are you satisfied, gen- 
erally, with the modalities of autonomy that 
Mr. Rabin has presented here? 

The President. Modalities of the what? 

Q. Autonomy for the Palestinians? 

The Prime Minister. [Inaudible|— 
modalities [laughter] 

Q. Did you talk about the autonomy? 

The Prime Minister. Well, 1 described Is- 
raeli position. It was an exchange, first ex- 
change between the President and me on the 
issues that might be brought up in the com- 
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ing bilateral negotiation, in the multilateral. 
It was in a form of consultation, not taking 
decisions. It was exchange of views. I 
wouldn’t go beyond that. The issues have to 
be solved, agreed on, between the parties to 
the conflict. 

Q. Mr. President, are you going to ask 

Q. Why didn’t you play tennis? 

Q. Mr. President 

The President. | did the day before. 


Secretary of State Baker 


Q. Are you going to ask Secretary Baker 
to take a different job? 

Q. Did you discuss Secretary Baker’s im- 
minent departure from the State Depart- 
ment? And I’d like to ask the Prime Minister 
what impact that will have on the peace talks. 

The President. Susan [Susan Spencer, 
CBS News] is referring to a lot of domestic 
speculation that the press has written about 
with such certainty and finality that what 
she’s saying is that Jim Baker will leave the 
State Department. What I’ve said—I’m just 
filling him in and then I'll answer your ques- 
tion—|laughter|—what I’ve said is that if 
anything happens in that regard, I'll be sure 
to let them ca. But the answer to your 
question is, that was not discussed with the 
Prime Minister. 

Q. Does the Prime Minister feel that that 
would have a major impact on the peace 
talks? 

The President. Nice try. 

The Prime Minister. I don’t deal with do- 
mestic political American or personal domes- 
tic American problems. 

Q. Maybe one last question from the 
Israeli 

The President. This is the final question 
because Marlin is looking very nervous, and 
I know we've got some logistics problems 
here. 


Middle East Peace Talks 


Q. From both your opening statements, 
it seems like the onus now will be on the 
Arabs in the peace talks. My question to Mr. 
Rabin is: Do you expect this from the Ameri- 
cans? Do you expect them to put more pres- 
sure on the Arabs? And my question to Mr. 
Bush is: Are you actually going to do that? 

The Prime Minister. I didn’t ask anyone 
to put pressure on anyone. We exchanged 
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views in a form of consultation about the op- 
tions, but I didn’t ask for any pressure, as 
I expect that no one on the other side will 
ask the United States to put pressure on Is- 
rael. 

The President. One of the major accom- 
plishments in the last few years is getting the 
parties across from each other at the peace 
table. That was not done through pressure. 
Peace will not be brought about through 
oy If the United States can be a cata- 
yst for peace in the process, we want to be 
one. But no sovereign government is going 
to be pressured into reaching out and achiev- 
ing peace, reaching out for and achieving 
peace. It just doesn’t work that way. 

In any event, thank you all very much. 

The Prime Minister. Thank you. 


Note: The President’s 139th news conference 
began at 9:27 a.m. at his home on Walker's 
Point. 


Remarks Congratulating the United 
States Olympic Team 


August 11, 1992 


These guys are fired up, listen. I am so 
sorry about the weather. We had a spectacu- 
lar event planned out there. But it can’t di- 
minish this. May I salute Bill Hybl, the presi- 
dent of the committee, and of course, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, who’s Chairman of our Fit- 
ness Committee and led our official delega- 
tion over there to see you all magnificent ath- 
letes. And welcome to the White House. It’s 
an honor to have this marvelous U.S. Olym- 
pic team right here. I didn’t recognize you 
almost without Bob Costas as a voice-over. 

But I want to welcome you to the White 
House and to extend this message: Whether 
you won a gold, silver, bronze, or simply gave 
your best, I believe that you all are winners 
in the eyes of your countrymen. You really 
set a great example. 

The last couple of weeks we were com- 
pletely caught up here at home by this Olym- 
pic spirit. Barbara asked me to help rear- 
range a couple of chairs upstairs. And I said, 
“What's the degree of difficulty?” [Laughter] 
But on and on it went, everybody reflecting 
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the glory that you all helped bring to this 
country for 16 days, over 100 hours. You 
showed how competition lifts the human 
spirit, and that now that spirit really lifts the 
American character. When I was a kid I read 
about the game being well worth the candle 
burned long into the night. Now I’m told 
your nights in Barcelona were long, but I’m 
betting that that candle is going to still last 
longer. 

Each Olympics is one for the record books. 
This one was one for the history books. Our 
world has been remade since those Seoul 
Olympics, and we Americans, I think, can 
take pride in the fact we helped remake it. 
But in 1989 the wall came down in Berlin, 
and this summer more barriers tumbled 
there in Barcelona. This was an Olympics, 
this is why I say it’s historic, without boycotts, 
without terrorism, without politics. And it’s 
just exactly as it ought to be. 

You all must have sensed it there in the 
village in meeting East and West Germans, 
black and white South Africans, North and 
South Koreans. One by one these old divi- 
sions gave way. The world watched as coun- 
tries that didn’t even exist in the last Olym- 
pics took their place on the field and the 
medal stand, too. Think of that. You know 
what it means to make America a winner, 
but think what it must mean to be the first 
athlete to bring a medal home to Latvia or 
Croatia. They, like you, made this an Olym- 
pics worthy of its name. 

Today we honor here in the White House 
all of you, the fastest, the strongest of Ameri- 
ca’s athletes. And here’s what I like even 
more: You’re among its most inspirational. 
With us today is Shannon Miller, back here 
in the front row, who overcame a bone chip 
in her elbow; Gail Devers overcoming 
Graves’ disease; Charles Barkley overcoming 
his shyness. [Laughter] That brings me to 
Ron Karnaugh, who wore his deceased fa- 
ther’s hat and made every father proud. And 
Oscar de la Hoya, he not only brought home 
the gold, he brought honor to his mom’s 
memory. Each of them competed, competed 
to win for the wonderful family called Amer- 
ica. 

Ask diver Mark Lenzi what it takes to get 
the gold. He'll tell you about Dad’s carpools 


or Mom’s care packages, his favorite brown- 
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ies, her special lasagna. Talk to Summer, 
Summer Sanders, one of swimming’s new 
kids on the block, and she'll say that suc- 
cess—is she making signs—[laughter]—suc- 
cess comes down to the support of people 
around you. And let me add, I’m especially 
amazed by the synchronized swimmers. 
Maybe it’s because I live in a city where it’s 
tough to get any two people to agree on any- 
thing, say nothing to do it in tandem. 

Family: look at the Oden sisters, Kim and 
Elaina, volleyball’s “sisters of smash.” Then 
there’s the men’s wonderful bronze medalist 
volleyball team. It was sensational. I saw that 
last game. We've had a lot of athletes proudly 
represent the symbol of the bald eagle. 
They’re the first ones that looked like bald 
eagles. [Laughter] From Trent Dimas and 
Chris Campbell and Janet Evans, Carl Lewis, 
from Gigi and Mary Joe Fernandez to the 
woman Leora “Sam” Jones representing 
those who won not only medals but also our 
hearts, and look, this list goes on and on, on 
and on. Suffice to say that in Barcelona this 
Nation became your family. And why not? 
Sports are not abstract. Fitness is not ab- 
stract. These things mean something. Sports 
are flesh and blood. Americans see you, and 
then they relate to you. 

Wrestler Bruce Baumgartner shows what 
I’m talking about. Watching him on TV, he’s 
even stronger than I thought he was. Any- 
time he wants to come here, and 
weightlifting equipment isn’t good enough, 
he’s welcome to drop by and bench-press the 
Federal budget. [Laughter] 

Eighteen days ago Bruce called his 2-year- 
old son, Bryan, in western Pennsylvania. That 
day was doubly special. It was the opening 
day of the Olympics, and it was the kid’s 
birthday, too. But he doesn’t know what a 
gold medal is yet, the kid doesn’t know that, 
but his mother coached him to say, “Bring 
home the gold medal.” Two years old. Last 
Thursday Bruce did exactly that. Now, he 
had a lot of company, for instance, the 
Dream Team which sent basketball soaring. 

My good friend Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
who led this delegation to Barcelona, our of- 
ficial one, once starred in a movie where he 
uttered those famous words, we all remem- 
ber them, “Hasta la vista, baby.” [Laughter] 
In Barcelona that’s what all of you said to 
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opponents and to couch potatoes. You in- 
spired the mother who plays softball with her 
kids, the dad shooting hoops with his boys 
or girls, the family who knows that sports are 
ageless. Take Pablo Morales—front row, 
where is he, can’t find him, but he’s in there 
somewhere—whoops, there he is, the swim- 
mer, he missed out in ’84, didn’t make the 
team in ’88, then came back this year to earn 
a gold medal at the ripe old age of 27. That 
just goes to show, youth and inexperience are 
no match for maturity and determination. 

This summer the entire world was barely 
a match for you all. In Barcelona you KO’d 
the opposition: 108, and I want to repeat this 
one for the cameras, 108 medals, the most 
ever since 1904 in a nonboycotted Olympics. 

And you really paved the way magnifi- 
cently for a knockout punch in Atlanta. I just 
can’t wait until 1996. A proverb says, “On 
the day of victory, no one is tired.” Today 
we celebrate Olympians, like America, who 
are victorious, refreshed, and free. 

Thank you so very much for coming to the 
White House. May God bless this great coun- 
try that you’ve made so very proud, the Unit- 
ed States of America. Thank you all very, very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:05 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to William Hypbl, presi- 
dent of the U.S. Olympic Committee. 


Message to Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report on Radiation 
Control for Health and Safety 


August 11, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with section 540 of the Fed- 
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 360qq) (previously section 360D of 
the Public Health Service Act), I am submit- 
ting the report of the Department of Health 
and Human Services regarding the adminis- 
tration of the Radiation Control for Health 
and Safety Act of 1968 during calendar year 
1991. 

The report recommends the repeal of sec- 
tion 540 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos- 
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metic Act that requires the completion of this 
annual report. All the information found in 
this report is available to the Congress on 
a more immediate basis through Center tech- 
nical reports, the Radiological Health Bul- 
letin, and other publicly available sources. 
This annual report serves little useful pur- 
pose and diverts Agency resources ne 
more productive activities. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 11, 1992. 


Memorandum on Arms Exports to 
Zambia 


August 11, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-38 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Eligibility of Zambia to be 
Furnished Defense Articles and Services 


Under the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 
and the Arms Export Control Act 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 503(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2311(a)), and 
section 3(a)(1) of the Arms Export Control 
Act (22 U.S.C. 2753(a)(1)), I hereby find that 
the furnishing of defense articles and services 
to Zambia will strengthen the security of the 
United States and promote world peace. 

You are directed to report this finding to 
the Congress and to publish it in the Federal 
Register. 


George Bush 


Remarks Announcing the 
Completion of Negotiations on the 


North American Free Trade 
Agreement 


August 12, 1992 


Today marks the beginning of a new era 
on our continent, on the North American 
Continent. This morning the United States, 
Mexico, and Canada are announcing the 
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completion of negotiations for a North Amer- 
ican free trade agreement, NAFTA. 

First, I want to express my deep apprecia- 
tion to Ambassador Carla Hills, our United 
States Trade Representative, to Secretary 
Serra of Mexico, and to Minister Wilson of 
Canada for this outstanding achievement. 
Also standing next to me is Carla Hills’ Dep- 
uty, my able friend Jules Katz, who had a 
very instrumental role in all these negotia- 
tions. 

This historic trade agreement will further 
open markets in Mexico, Canada, and the 
United States. It will create jobs and gen- 
erate economic growth in all three countries. 
Increased trade with North America will help 
our Nation prepare for the challenges and 
opportunities of the next century. 

The cold war is over. The principal chal- 
lenge now facing the United States is to com- 
pete in a rapidly changing, expanding global 
marketplace. This agreement will level the 
North American playing field, allowing 


American companies to increase sales from 
Alaska to the Yucatan. By sweeping aside bar- 


riers, NAFTA will make our companies more 
competitive everywhere in the world. We've 
seen this happen with the U.S.-Canada Free 
Trade Agreement, and we'll see it even more 
with the NAFTA. 

Open markets in Mexico and Canada 
mean more American jobs. Our Nation is the 
world’s leading exporter, well ahead of Japan 
and Germany. Today over 7 million Ameri- 
cans are hard at work making products that 
will be sold around the world. Export-related 
jobs pay 17 percent more than the average 
U.S. wage. These jobs are the kind that our 
Nation needs to grow and prosper, the kind 
that showcase American talent and _ tech- 
nology. 

More than 600,000 Americans are now 
employed making products and selling them 
to Mexico, our fastest growing export market. 
We sold over $33 billion worth of goods to 
Mexico last year and are projected to sell $44 
billion this year. In the last 5 years, as Presi- 
dent Salinas has dismantled many longstand- 
ing Mexican trade and investment restric- 
tions, our exports to Mexico have nearly tri- 
pled. In the last 5 years, let me repeat that, 
our exports to Mexico have nearly tripled. 
That’s one-quarter of a million new American 
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jobs. This agreement helps us lock in these 
gains and build on them. 

Last year the Congress endorsed moving 
forward with NAFTA by extending the Fast 
Track procedures for congressional consider- 
ation and implementation of trade agree- 
ments. The rapid completion of the NAFTA 
talks shows how much can be accomplished 
when the executive branch and the Congress 
work together to do what is best for our Na- 
tion. And I'll work closely with the Congress 
for rapid implementation. 

At the time Fast Track was extended, I 
outlined steps that we would take to address 
environmental and labor concerns. We’ve 
taken every promised step, and we are meet- 
ing or beating every commitment that I out- 
lined. This is the first time a trade agreement 
has included stringent provisions to benefit 
the environment. The NAFTA maintains this 
Nation’s high environmental, health, and 
safety standards. In fact, it goes even further 
and encourages all three countries to seek 
the highest possible standards. 

The Environmental Protection Agency and 
its Mexican counterpart have already devel- 
oped a comprehensive integrated border 
plan to clean up air, water, and hazardous 
wastes along the Rio Grande. These prob- 
lems are serious, but they will be solved by 
environmental cooperation, increased trade, 
and higher levels of economic growth, not 
protectionism. Unfortunately, Congress has 
reduced the funding for our border plan in 
the appropriations process. I ask the Con- 
gress to fully fund these important environ- 
mental initiatives. 

With NAFTA we're moving forward with 
our trade strategy. Trade is part of my long- 
term economic growth plan to create more 
opportunities for all Americans. In a chang- 
ing world, we must give our workers the edu- 
cation and skills they need to compete and 
assistance and training to find good jobs. I’ve 
said many times: Level the playing field and 
the American worker can _ outthink, 
outproduce, and outwork anyone, anytime. 

Today’s historic agreement links our future 
with our past. Five centuries ago this very 
month, a man of courage and vision set sail 
from the Old World in search of new trade 
routes and opportunities. Christopher Co- 
lumbus was an entrepreneur, and the journey 
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he started 500 years ago continues to pay off 
abundantly today. By moving forward with 
the NAFTA, with the North American free 
trade agreement, we will replenish that in- 
vestment, opening up new horizons of oppor- 
tunity and enterprise in the New World. 

So this is a good day for America, a good 
day for North America. Once again, I want 
to express my appreciation to Ambassador 
Hills and her extraordinarily able team, who 
have worked literally day and night for 
months to complete this negotiation phase 
of the agreement. It’s good news, and as I 
understand it, the Ambassador will be having 
a briefing on the details of it in a few minutes 
from now. 

Thank you all very much 


Note: The President spoke at 7:50 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Jaime Serra Puche, 
Mexican Secretary of Commerce and Indus- 
trial Development, and Michael Wilson, Ca- 
nadian Minister of International Trade. 


Statement on the Completion of 
Negotiations on the North American 
Free Trade Agreement 


August 12, 1992 


Today marks the beginning of a new era 
on the North American Continent. This 
morning, the United States, Mexico, and 
Canada are announcing the ‘completion of 
negotiations for a North American free trade 
agreement, NAFTA. 

I want to express deep appreciation to Am- 
bassador Carla Hills, our United States Trade 
Representative, and to Secretary Serra of 
Mexico and Minister Wilson of Canada for 
this outstanding achievement. 

This historic trade agreement will further 
open markets in Mexico, Canada, and the 
United States. It will create jobs and gen- 
erate economic growth in all three countries. 

The cold war is over. The principal chal- 
lenge now facing the United States is to com- 
pete in a rapidly changing and expanding 
global marketplace. This agreement will level 
the North American playing field, allowing 
American companies to increase sales from 
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Alaska to the Yucatan. By sweeping aside bar- 
riers and expanding trade, NAFTA will make 
our companies more competitive everywhere 
in the world. We have seen this happen with 
the U.S.-Canada Free Trade Agreement; we 
will see it even more with the NAFTA. 

Open markets in Mexico and Canada 
mean more American jobs. Our Nation is the 
world’s leading exporter, well ahead of Japan 
and Germany. Today, over 7 million Ameri- 
cans are hard at work making products that 
will be sold around the world. Export-related 
jobs pay 17 percent more than the average 
U.S. wage. These jobs are the kind that our 
Nation needs to grow and prosper, the kind 
that showcase American talent and _ tech- 
nology. 

More than 600,000 Americans are now 
employed making products and selling them 
to Mexico, our fastest growing major export 
market. We sold over $33 billion worth of 
goods to Mexico last year and are projected 
to sell $44 billion this year. In the last 5 years, 
as President Salinas has dismantled many 
longstanding Mexican trade and investment 
restrictions, our exports to Mexico have near- 
ly tripled. That’s more than one-quarter of 
a million new American jobs. This agreement 
helps us lock in these gains and build on 
them. 

Last year the Congress endorsed moving 
forward with NAFTA by extending the Fast 
Track procedures for congressional consider- 
ation and implementation of trade agree- 
ments. The successful completion of the 
NAFTA talks shows how much can be ac- 
complished when the executive branch and 
the Congress work together to do what is best 
for our Nation. I will work closely with Con- 
gress for rapid implementation. 

At the time Fast Track was extended, I 
outlined steps we would take to address envi- 
ronmental and labor concerns. We have 
taken every promised step, and we are meet- 
ing or beating every commitment I outlined. 
This is the first time a trade agreement has 
included stringent provisions to benefit the 
environment. The NAFTA maintains this 
Nation’s high environmental, health, and 
safety standards. In fact, it goes even further 
and encourages all three countries to seek 
the highest possible standards. 
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The Environmental Protection Agency and 
its Mexican counterpart have already devel- 
oped a comprehensive integrated border 
plan to clean up air, water, and hazardous 
waste along the Rio Grande. These problems 
are serious, but they will be solved by envi- 
ronmental cooperation, increased trade, and 
higher levels of economic growth, not protec- 
tionism. Unfortunately, Congress has re- 
duced funding for our border plan in the ap- 
propriations process. I ask Congress to fully 
fund these important environmental initia- 
tives. 

With NAFTA, we are moving forward with 
our trade strategy. Trade is part of my long- 
term economic growth plan to create more 
opportunities for all Americans. In a chang- 
ing world, we must give our workers the edu- 
cation and skills they need to compete and 
assistance and training to find good jobs. I’ve 
said many times: Level the playing field and 
the American worker can _ outthink, 
outproduce, and outwork anyone, anytime. 

Today’s historic agreement links our future 
with our past. Five centuries ago this very 
month, a man of courage and vision set sail 
from the Old World in search of new trade 
routes and opportunities. Christopher Co- 
lumbus was an entrepreneur, and the journey 
he started 500 years ago continues to pay off 
abundantly today. By moving forward with 
the North American free trade agreement, 
we will replenish that investment, opening 
up new horizons of opportunity and enter- 
prise in the New World. 


White House Fact Sheet: The North 
American Free Trade Agreement 


August 12, 1992 


The President today announced that the 
United States, Mexico, and Canada have 
completed negotiation of a North American 
free trade agreement (NAFTA). The NAFTA 
will phase out barriers to trade in goods and 
services in North America, eliminate barriers 
to investment, and strengthen the protection 
of intellectual property rights. As tariffs and 
other trade barriers are eliminated, the 
NAFTA will create a massive open market: 
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over 360 million people and over $6 trillion 
in annual output. 


Background 


With sharp increases in global trade and 
investment flows, U.S. economic growth and 
job creation have become closely tied to our 
ability to compete internationally. Since 
1986, U.S. exports have increased by almost 
90 percent, reflecting our success in opening 
foreign markets and the competitiveness of 
American industry. In 1991, the U.S. ex- 
ported over $422 billion of industrial and ag- 
ricultural products and over $164 billion in 
services, making the United States the 
world’s largest exporter, ahead of Germany 
and Japan. More than 7.5 million U.S. jobs 
are tied to merchandise exports, up from 5.0 
million in 1986. Of these jobs, 2.1 million 
are supported by exports to Canada and Mex- 
ico. 

For many years, Mexico used high tariffs 
and licensing restrictions in an effort to en- 
courage industrial development and import 
substitution. Under President Salinas and his 
predecessor, President de la Madrid, the 
Mexican Government has opened its market 
and implemented sweeping economic re- 
forms. In 1986, Mexico joined the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and 
began reducing its tariffs and trade barriers. 

As a result, bilateral trade has increased 
dramatically. From 1986 to 1991, U.S. ex- 
ports to Mexico increased from $12.4 billion 
to $33.3 billion, twice as fast as U.S. exports 
to the rest of the world. U.S. agricultural ex- 
ports rose 173 percent to $3 billion, 
consumer goods tripled to $3.4 billion, and 
exports of capital goods surged to $11.3 bil- 
lion from $5 billion. U.S. exports to Mexico 
now support approximately 600,000 Amer- 
ican jobs, while exports to Canada support 
1.5 million. 

Economic reforms have also been good for 
Mexico. Its inflation rate has dropped from 
over 100 percent in 1986 to under 20 percent 
in 1991, and its economy has grown at an 
average annual rate of 3.1 percent over the 
last 4 years, after stagnating during the 
1980’s. 

In June 1990, Presidents Bush and Salinas 
endorsed the idea of a comprehensive U.S.- 
Mexico free trade agreement and directed 
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their trade ministers to begin preparatory 
work. Canada joined the talks in February 
1991, leading to the three-way negotiation 
known as NAFTA. Formal negotiations 
began in June 1991 after Congress extended 
through May 1993 the Fast Track procedures 
originally enacted in the Trade Act of 1974, 
authorizing the administration to submit the 
agreement with implementing legislation for 
an up-or-down vote. 

The President’s trade strategy, which is a 
key part of his overall economic growth plan, 
is designed to create new markets for Amer- 
ican products and provide new opportunities 
for American companies and workers. 


The NAFTA Agreement 


The NAFTA will create a free trade area 
(FTA) comprising the U.S., Canada, and 
Mexico. Consistent with GATT rules, all tar- 
iffs will be eliminated within the FTA over 
a transition period. The NAFTA involves an 
ambitious effort to eliminate barriers to agri- 
cultural, manufacturing, and services trade, 
to remove investment restrictions, and to 
protect effectively intellectual property 
rights. In addition, the NAFTA marks the 
first time in the history of U.S. trade policy 
that environmental concerns have been di- 
rectly addressed in a comprehensive trade 
agreement. Highlights of the NAFTA in- 
clude: 

Tariff Elimination. Approximately 65 
percent of U.S. industrial and agricultural ex- 
ports to Mexico will be eligible for duty-free 
treatment either immediately or within 5 
years. Mexico’s tariffs currently average 10 
percent, which is 24% times the average U.S. 
tariff. 

Reduction of Motor Vehicle and Parts 
Tariffs. U.S. autos and light trucks will enjoy 
greater access to Mexico, which has the fast- 
est growing major auto market in the world. 
With NAFTA, Mexican tariffs on vehicles 
and light trucks will immediately be cut in 
half. Within 5 years, duties on three-quarters 
of U.S. parts exports to Mexico will be elimi- 
nated, and Mexican “trade balancing” and 
“local content requirements” will be phased 
out over 10 years. 

Auto Rule of Origin. Only vehicles with 
substantial North American parts and labor 
content will benefit from tariff cuts under 
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NAFTA’s strict rule of origin. NAFTA will 
require that autos contain 62.5 percent North 
American content, considerably more than 
the 50 percent required by the U.S.-Canada 
Free Trade Agreement. NAFTA contains 
tracing requirements so that individual parts 
can be identified to determine the North 
American content of major components and 
sub-assemblies, e.g. engines. This strict rule 
of origin is important in ensuring that the 
benefits of the NAFTA flow to firms that 
produce in North America. 

Expanded Telecommunications Trade. 
NAFTA opens Mexico’s $6 billion market for 
telecommunications equipment and services. 
It gives U.S. providers of voice mail or pack- 
et-switched services nondiscriminatory ac- 
cess to the Mexican public telephone net- 
work and eliminates all investment restric- 
tions by July 1995. 

Reduced Textiles and Apparel Barriers. 
Barriers to trade on $250 million (over 20 
percent) of U.S. exports of textiles and ap- 
parel to Mexico will be eliminated imme- 
diately, with another $700 million freed from 
restrictions within 6 years. All North Amer- 
ican trade restrictions will be eliminated 
within 10 years and tough rules of origin will 
ensure that benefits of trade liberalization ac- 
crue to North American producers. 

Increased Trade in Agriculture. Mexico 
imported $3 billion worth of U.S. agricultural 
goods last year, making it our third-largest 
market. NAFTA will immediately eliminate 
Mexican import licenses, which covered 25 
percent of U.S. agricultural exports last year, 
and will phase out remaining Mexican tariffs 
within 10 to 15 years. 

Expanded Trade in Financial Services. 
Mexico’s closed financial services markets 
will be opened, and U.S. banks and securities 
firms will be allowed to establish wholly 
owned subsidiaries. Transitional restrictions 
will be phased out by January 1, 2000. 

New Opportunities in Insurance. U.S. 
firms will gain major new opportunities in 
the Mexican market. Firms with existing joint 
ventures will be permitted to obtain 100 per- 
cent ownership by 1996, and new entrants 
to the market can obtain a majority stake in 
Mexican firms by 1998. By the year 2000, 
all equity and market share restrictions will 
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be eliminated, opening up completely what 
is now a $3.5 billion market. 

Increased Investment. Mexican “domes- 
tic content” rules will be eliminated, permit- 
ting additional sourcing of U.S. inputs. And 
for the first time, U.S. firms operating in 
Mexico will receive the same treatment as 
Mexican-owned firms. Mexico has agreed to 
drop export performance requirements, 
which presently force companies to export 
as a condition of being allowed to invest. 

Land Transportation. More than 90 per- 
cent of U.S. trade with Mexico is shipped 
by land, but U.S. truckers currently are de- 
nied the right to carry cargo or set up subsidi- 
aries in Mexico, forcing them to “hand off” 
trailers to Mexican drivers and return home 
empty. NAFTA will permit U.S. trucking 
companies to carry international cargo to the 
Mexican States contiguous to the U.S. by 
1995 and gives them cross-border access to 
all of Mexico by the end of 1999. U.S. rail- 
roads will be able to provide their services 
in Mexico, and U.S. companies can invest in 
and operate land-side port services. The 
combination of truck, rail, and port break- 
throughs will help create an efficient inter- 
modal North American transport system. 

Protection of Intellectual Property 
Rights. NAFTA will provide a higher level 
of protection for intellectual property rights 
than any other bilateral or multilateral agree- 
ment. U.S. high technology, entertainment, 
and consumer goods producers that rely 
heavily on protection for their patents, copy- 
rights, and trademarks will realize substantial 
gains under NAFTA. The agreement will also 
limit compulsory licensing, resolving an im- 
portant concern with Canada. 


The objective of NAFTA is to open mar- 
kets. It is not designed to create a closed re- 
gional trading bloc and does not erect new 
barriers to non-participants. The NAFTA is 
fully consistent with GATT criteria for free 
trade agreements and with U.S. support for 
strengthening the multilateral trading system 
in the Uruguay round. 


Economic Studies 


At the request of the Office of the U.S. 
Trade Representative, the U.S. International 
Trade Commission surveyed and evaluated 
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the various economic analyses of NAFTA. In 
May of this year, the USITC reported that: 


[T]here is a surprising degree of una- 
nimity in the results regarding the ag- 
gregate effects of NAFTA. All three 
countries are expected to gain from a 
NAFTA. 


These independent studies found that 
NAFTA would increase U.S. growth, jobs, 
and wages. They found that NAFTA would 
increase U.S. real GDP by up to 0.5 percent 
per year once it is fully chs tendo. They 
projected aggregate U.S. employment in- 
creases ranging from under 0.1 percent to 
2.5 percent. The studies further project ag- 
gregate increases in U.S. real wages of be- 
tween 0.1 percent to 0.3 percent. 

U.S. exports to Mexico currently support 
over 600,000 American jobs. The Institute 
for International Economics recently esti- 
mated this figure will rise to over 1 million 
U.S. jobs by 1995 under NAFTA. 


Environment, Labor, and Adjustment 
Issues 


In a May 1, 1991, letter to the Congress, 
the President described actions that the ad- 
ministration would implement to address 
concerns regarding the impact of free trade 
on the environment, labor rights, and worker 
adjustment programs. 

Environment. The administration has 
moved forward with a comprehensive bilat- 
eral environmental agenda to allay concerns 
that free trade could undermine U.S. envi- 
ronmental and food safety regulations or lead 
to environmental degradation on the U.S.- 
Mexico border. During the last year, substan- 
tial progress has been made. Highlights in- 
clude the following: 

—Standards. The NAFTA allows the U.S. 
to maintain its stringent environmental, 
health, and safety standards. It allows 
States and localities to enact tougher 
standards based on sound science. It en- 
courages “upward harmonization” of na- 
tional standards and regulations, and 
prohibits the lowering of standards to 
attract investment. 

—Integrated Border Plan. In February 
1992, EPA and its Mexican counterpart 
(SEDUSOL) completed a comprehen- 
sive plan for addressing air, soil, water, 
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and hazardous waste problems in the 
border area. Agreement has been 
reached on measures to implement the 
first stage of the plan covering the pe- 
riod 1992 to 1994. 


—Border Infrastructure. The President 
has proposed a 70-percent increase in 
the budget for border environmental 
projects to $241 million for FY 1993, in- 
cluding $75 million for the “colonias” 
(unincorporated communities on the 
U.S. side of the border that often lack 
effective sanitation services and running 
water) and over $120 million for border 
wastewater treatment plants. 


—Border Plan/FY 1993 Appropriations. 
To date, in the FY 1993 appropriations 
process, the House of Representatives 
has refused to fund the $50 million EPA 
request for the colonias and cut the ad- 
ministration’s $65 million request for a 
Tijuana-San Diego sewage treatment 
plant to $32 million. For its part, the 
Senate failed to fund $120 million of the 
requested funds for border wastewater 
treatment. The President has called 
upon Congress to reverse these cuts. 


—Environmental Conference. On Septem- 
ber 17, 1992, EPA Administrator Reilly 
will host a trilateral meeting with the 
Canadian and Mexican environmental 
ministers in Washington, DC, to discuss 
environmental aspects of NAFTA. 


Worker Rights. Mexico has a comprehen- 
sive labor law that provides workers with ex- 
tensive legal rights. The economic benefits 
of the NAFTA will provide Mexico with re- 
sources to move forward with vigorous en- 
forcement initiatives launched by the Salinas 
administration. 


—Labor Cooperation The U.S. Depart- 
ment of Labor has negotiated a 5-year 


Memorandum of — Understanding 
(MOU) to strengthen bilateral coopera- 
tion with respect to occupational health 
and safety standards, child labor, labor 
statistics, worker rights, labor-manage- 
ment relations, and workplace training. 
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Several joint MOU initiatives are now 
underway. 


Safeguards. President Bush committed 
that NAFTA would contain measures to ease 
the transition for import-sensitive U.S. indus- 
tries. For our sensitive sectors, tariffs will be 
phased out in 10 years, with particularly sen- 
sitive sectors having a transition of up to 15 
years. In addition, NAFTA contains “safe- 
guard” procedures that will allow the U.S. 
to reimpose tariffs in the event of injurious 
import surges. 


Worker Adjustment. Dislocations in the 
U.S. are likely to be minimal, since U.S. trade 
barriers are already quite low. Nonetheless, 
during the Fast Track debate, the President 
promised that dislocated U.S. workers will 
receive timely, comprehensive, and effective 
services and retraining, whether through im- 
provement or expansion of an existing pro- 
gram or creation of a new program. The ad- 
ministration has already begun consulting 
with the relevant congressional committees 
regarding adjustment services for displaced 
workers. 


Next Steps 


The timing of congressional consideration 
is governed by the Fast Track procedures, 
which require the President to notify the 
Congress of his intent to enter into the agree- 
ment at least 90 days before it is signed. Al- 
though today’s announcement reflects the 
completion of negotiations, the draft text 
probably will not be finished until Septem- 
ber, since further legal drafting and review 
are required to implement the understand- 
ings reached by the negotiators. 


After the agreement is signed, legislation 
must be prepared to implement it, including 
any necessary changes to U.S. law. Under the 
Fast Track, the NAFTA will not go into effect 
until the Congress has approved the imple- 
menting legislation on an up-or-down vote. 
The approval process must occur within a 
specified time: 90 “session” days of Congress. 
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Proclamation 6464—82nd Airborne 
Division 50th Anniversa 
Recognition Day, 1992 

August 12, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Members of the United States Armed 
Forces have proved, time and again, that they 
are the most highly prepared and thoroughly 
effective defense forces in the world. On this 
occasion, as we celebrate the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Army’s 82nd Airborne Division, 
we salute an elite group of military personnel 
who stand among the best of the best. 

Emerging from the ranks of the first “All 
Americans,” an infantry unit that participated 
in three major campaigns during World War 
I and saw more consecutive days on the front 
lines than any other unit, the 82nd was reac- 
tivated just a few months after the United 
States entered World War II. The unit was 
designated as the Army’s first airborne divi- 
sion on August 15, 1942. 

The first such infantry unit of its kind, the 
82nd Airborne quickly established its reputa- 
tion as a leader in courage and achievement 
as well. From its initial parachute and glider 
assaults into Sicily and Salerno, through its 
participation at the Battle of the Bulge— 
where it helped to inflict the blows that led 
to the final collapse of the Nazi war ma- 
chine—the 82nd proved to be a fearsome 
weapon in the Allied struggle against tyranny. 
“Those devils in the baggy pants,” as an ex- 
hausted enemy soldier once described them, 
found no sacrifice too great, no counter-fire 
too fierce as they stormed from the skies in 
defense of freedom. By the end of World 
War II, more than 3,000 members of the 
82nd had been killed or were missing in ac- 
tion. Another 12,604 had been wounded. 
Today we know that their extraordinary self- 
lessness and daring not only hastened the day 
of victory but also offered enduring evidence 
of America’s resolve to preserve liberty and 
democracy. 

Members of the 82nd Airborne Division 
have maintained its tradition of excellence 
well beyond the events of a half-century ago, 
and on this occasion, we also recall their 
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more recent heroism in the Dominican Re- 
public, Vietnam, Grenada, and Central 
America. Just a few years ago, more than 
2,000 Division paratroopers took part in Op- 
eration Just Cause, which liberated the peo- 
ple of Panama from a ruthless dictator. Dur- 
ing the successful international effort to free 
Kuwait from the sinister aggression of Iraq’s 
Saddam Hussein, members of the 82nd 
proved, once again, why they are the United 
States’ premier rapid deployment force. 

Ready at all times to deploy anywhere in 
the world, and with just 18 hours’ notice, the 
82nd Airborne Division is a leader among 
leaders, a special object of pride among the 
strong and the brave. Thus, while all of 
America’s service members and veterans de- 
serve our respect and thanks, on this 50th 
anniversary of the 82nd Airborne, we raise 
a special salute to “America’s Guard of 
Honor.” 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
270, has designated August 15, 1992, as 
“82nd Airborne Division 50th Anniversary 
Recognition Day” and has requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby encourage all Americans to join in 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the acti- 
vation of the 82nd Airborne Division. Let us 
honor with appropriate ceremonies and ac- 
tivities the courageous individuals who have 
served in the 82nd over the years, and let 
us remember through public and private 
prayer all those who have died in the line 
of duty. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of August, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-two, and of the Independence of the Unit- 
ed States of America the two hundred and 
seventeenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:42 p.m., August 13, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on August 17. 
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Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Treaty on Open Skies 


August 12, 1992 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, the 
Treaty on Open Skies. I believe that the 
Treaty on Open Skies is in the best interest 
of the United States. By engaging all partici- 
pating States actively in cooperative observa- 
tion, the Treaty on Open Skies will strength- 
en international stability. The Treaty also 
provides an important means of increasing 
mutual understanding of military forces and 
activities, thus easing tensions and strength- 
ening confidence and security, not only in 
the area covered by the Treaty, but in other 
areas as well. 

The Treaty includes twelve Annexes, 
which are integral parts thereof. The Treaty, 
together with the Annexes, was signed at 
Helsinki on March 24, 1992. I transmit also, 
for the information of the Senate, the Report 
of the Department of State on the Treaty. 

In addition, I transmit herewith, for the 
information of the Senate, five documents as- 
sociated with, but not part of, the Treaty that 
are relevant to the Senate’s consideration of 
the Treaty: Decision Number One on the 
Distribution of Costs Arising Under the 
Treaty on Open Skies in accordance with 
Annex L, Section I, paragraph 9, dated June 
29, 1992: Decision Number Two on Addi- 
tional Non-Destructive-Testing Equipment 
To Be Used by the Observed Party in accord- 
ance with Annex F, Section I, paragraph 7, 
dated June 29, 1992; Decision Number 
Three on Methodology For Calculating the 
Minimum Height Above Ground Level at 
Which Each Optical Camera Installed on an 
Observation Aircraft May Be Operated Dur- 
ing an Observation Flight in accordance with 
Annex D, Appendix 1, Section ITI, paragraph 
2, dated June 29, 1992; Decision Number 
Four on Minimum Camera Specification For 
an Observation Aircraft of an Observed Party 
Exercising its Right To Provide an Observa- 
tion Aircraft For an Observation Flight, 
dated June 29, 1992; and Decision Number 
Five on Responsibility For the Processing of 
Film Used During an Observation Flight in 
accordance with Article IX, Section II, para- 
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graph 2, dated June 29, 1992. Except for De- 
cision Number One on the Distribution of 
Costs, these Decisions are legally binding. 

The Decision on the Distribution of Costs 
Arising Under the Open Skies Treaty in ac- 
cordance with Annex L, Section I, paragraph 
9 has not been adopted by the Open Skies 
Consultative Commission (the implementing 
body of the Treaty made up of representa- 
tives from each State Party and the body 
which adopted the above-mentioned Deci- 
sions). The Open Skies Consultative Com- 
mission will adopt this Decision during its 
next session, scheduled for September 1992, 
and it will have the same legally binding sta- 
tus as the other Decisions. The Open Skies 
Consultative Commission has endorsed the 
current draft text of the Decision; however, 
agreement could not be reached on the issue 
of navigation fees which a great majority of 
the States Parties—including the United 
States—believe should be waived. Pending 
resolution of this issue, some States Parties— 
including the United States—have reserved 
their position on other cost issues. 

The Open Skies Treaty establishes a re- 
gime of unarmed aerial observation flights 
over the entire territory of its 25 signatories 
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization Allies, 
Eastern European members of the former 
Warsaw Pact, and Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, 
and Georgia). The Treaty is designed to en- 
hance mutual understanding and confidence 
by giving all participants, regardless of size, 
a direct role in observing military or other 
activities of concern to them. Covering terri- 
tory from Vancouver to Vladivostok, Open 
Skies is the widest-ranging international ef- 
fort to date to promote openness and trans- 
parency of military forces and activities. The 
Treaty allows for consensus decisions to im- 
prove sensors, to adjust quotas, and to admit 
new participants in order to enhance its ef- 
fectiveness. The Open Skies er may 
be applicable to States in other regions of 
the world as well. 

The Treaty’s operative provisions focus on 
four subjects: 

—Territory: The entire territory of all par- 
ticipants will be accessible to aerial ob- 
servation. Whereas the former Soviet 
Union had insisted on closing areas for 
national security reasons, the Treaty 
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provides that only flight safety consider- 
ations may restrict the conduct of obser- 
vation flights. 

—Aircraft: Unarmed fixed-wing aircraft 
provided by either the observing or ob- 
served Party can be used. All Open 
Skies aircraft and sensors must pass 
specified certification and inspection 
procedures to ensure that they meet the 
standards of the Treaty. 

—Sensors: Open Skies aircraft may have 
video, panoramic and framing cameras 
for daylight photography, infra-red line 
scanners for a day/night capability, and 
synthetic aperture radar for a day/night 
all-weather capability. Photographic 
image quality will permit recognition of 
major military equipment, e.g., distin- 
guishing a tank from a truck—allowing 
significant transparency of military 
forces and activities. Sensor categories 
and capabilities can be improved by 
agreement among the States Parties. All 
equipment used in Open Skies must be 
commercially available to all partici- 
pants. Data collected from the flights 
will be immediately shared by the ob- 
serving and observed Parties, and may 
also be obtained by other States Parties. 
Quotas: Loosely scaled to size, each 
State Party has agreed to an annual 
quota of observation flights it is willing 
to receive (42 for the United States and 
Russia/Belarus to 2-4 for the smallest 
States Parties). States Parties may con- 
duct as many observation flights as they 
are willing to receive. 

The Treaty establishes an Open Skies Con- 
sultative Commission, composed of rep- 
resentatives designated by each State Party, 
to meet in Vienna, to promote the objectives 
and to facilitate the implementation of the 
provisions of the Treaty. 

Therefore, I urge the Senate to give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and 
its related Annexes, and to give advice and 
consent to its ratification. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 12, 1992. 
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Nomination of Lois L. Evans To Be 
United States Representative to the 
Economic and Social Council of the 
United Nations 

August 12, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Lois L. Evans, of New York, 
to be the Representative of the United States 
of America on the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations, with the rank 
of Ambassador. She would succeed Jonathan 
Moore. 

Currently Ms. Evans serves as president 
of Acquisition Specialists, Inc., 1975 to the 
present, as well as a consultant at Richard 
Kinser & Associates, 1991 to the present. Ms. 
Evans has also served as U.S. Representative 
to the 30th and the 31st sessions of the South 
Pacific Commission; member of the Advisory 
Committee at the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States, 1988-90; Chairman of the 
Federal Home Loan Bank of New York, 
1986-88; Director of the Federal Home 
Loan Bank of New York, 1984-88; and As- 
sistant Chief of Protocol of the United States 
of America with the Department of State’s 
New York office, 1981-82. 

Ms. Evans graduated from Barnard Col- 
lege (B.A., 1957). She was born December 
1, 1934, in Boston, MA. Ms. Evans is mar- 
ried, has three children, and resides in New 
York, NY. 


Nomination of John J. Maresca To Be 
Special Cyprus Coordinator 


August 12, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John J. Maresca, of Con- 
necticut, a career member of the Senior For- 
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, for 
the rank of Ambassador during his tenure of 
service as Special Cyprus Coordinator. 

Ambassador Maresca has served as Chair- 
man of the U.S. Delegation to the Negotia- 
tions on Confidence and Security-Building 
Measures, 1989 to the present. Prior to this, 
he served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense, 1986-88. From 1985 to 1986, he 
was a visiting fellow at the School of Foreign 
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Service at Georgetown University. Ambas- 
sador Maresca has also served in several 
other positions with the State Department, 
including Deputy Chief of Mission at the 
U.S. Embassy in Paris, France, 1982-85; Di- 
rector of the Office of Western European Af- 
fairs, 1980-82; and Deputy Political Coun- 
selor at the U.S. Embassy in Paris, France, 
1977-80. 


Ambassador Maresca graduated from Yale 
University (B.A., 1959). He was born De- 
cember 9, 1937, in Stresa, Italy. He also 
served in the U.S. Navy, 1959-65. Ambas- 
sador Maresca is married, has one child, and 
resides in Chevy Chase, MD. 


Nomination of Brian C. Griffin To Be 
Chairman of the Administrative 
Conference of the United States 


August 12, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Brian C. Griffin, of Okla- 
homa, to be Chairman of the Administrative 
Conference of the United States for a term 
of 5 years. He would succeed Marshall Jor- 
dan Breger. 


Since 1989, Mr. Griffin has served as Dep- 
uty Assistant Attorney General with the Tax 
Division at the Department of Justice. Prior 
to this, he served as a partner with the firm 
of Griffin & Griffin, 1979-80 and 1985-89. 
From 1980 to 1985, he served as executive 
vice president and general counsel for Petro- 
leum Investments, Ltd. 


Mr. Griffin graduated from Harvard Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1974), Oxford University (B.A., 
1976; M.A., 1983), University of Oklahoma 
(J.D., 1978), and Southern Methodist Uni- 
versity (LL.M., 1989). He was born January 
11, 1953, in Oklahoma City, OK. Mr. Griffin 
is married, has two children, and resides in 


Bethesda, MD. 
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Remarks on the Resignation of James 
A. Baker III as Secretary of State 
August 13, 1992 


I have a brief statement to make, and I'll 
be followed by Marlin taking some questions. 


I’ve asked Secretary Baker to resign as 
Secretary of State to join me as Chief of Staff 
and Senior Counselor to the President, effec- 
tive August 23d. He will help me build on 
what we started by developing an integrated 
second-term program of domestic, economic, 
and foreign policies. 


This is a pivotal point in America’s journey. 
In the world today, these three topics have 
become one issue. We must ensure that the 
United States is unquestionably safe and 
strong at home and abroad. I also want his 
counsel and assistance as I seek a mandate 
from the American people to put this pro- 
gram into action. 


Secretary Baker has served our country 
with great energy, intelligence, and personal 
commitment over the past 12 years. I won't 
spend a long time listing his many successes, 
leaving that record to other statements and 
to history. But I do want to say a word about 
my friend. 


I’ve known Jim Baker for 35 years. He is 
a committed trustee of the American public 
interest. I know Americans have been proud 
to see him on TV representing the United 
States abroad. I know they respect his many 
skills. 1 know that they trust his judgment. 
He’s the sort of man you want on your team. 


As Secretary of State, Jim Baker has appre- 
ciated the unique role and capabilities of 
American power. He’s also understood and 
acted upon the exceptional appeal and calling 
of American ideals. He’s been bold, quick, 
and tenacious, and he’s achieved important 
things, willing to see new possibilities and 
patterns during an epic of revolutionary 
change. He acted while others were still 
struggling to comprehend, and he got things 
done. 


He was central to our efforts to assemble 
an unparalleled U.N. coalition against Iraq. 
He’s made great progress towards transform- 





1432 


ing victory on the battlefield into a broader 
peace between Israelis and Arabs. During his 
tenure we totally transformed our relation- 
ship with the Soviet Union, bringing the cold 
war to a peaceful end. He negotiated deep 
cuts in the nuclear weapons, conventional 
weapons as well. In so doing, he helped es- 
tablish a vastly safer security structure on 
which to build a new Euro-Atlantic commu- 
nity and protection against the plague of pro- 
liferation. 

In helping to overcome the division of Eu- 
rope, he helped lead the way for the unifica- 
tion of Germany. He helped silence the wars 
in Central America by building policies 
around democracy and the power of the bal- 
lot box. From Tokyo to Toronto, Jim Baker 
is known for accomplishment. He knows 
about change, how to distinguish wise moves 
from foolish ones. He knows about America’s 
Government having helped to develop and 
implement domestic, economic, and foreign 
policies. Perhaps most important, he knows 
our people are the source of our country’s 
strength. 

I make this move with full confidence that 
the State Department will remain under able 
leadership. Larry Eagleburger, a 30-year vet- 
eran of America’s foreign policy, a man to 
whom I feel exceptionally close personally, 
will serve as Acting Secretary. He will do so 
with distinction. 

I also want to say a word about Sam Skin- 
ner. I want to thank him for his dedicated 
service at the White House over the course 
of this turbulent year. He recognized right 
up front the contribution that Jim Baker can 
make here, given my longstanding personal 
relationship with Jim. He and I have actually 
discussed this matter for some time, and he 
encouraged me to make this change. Sam 
and I have decided that he can best com- 
plement this move by assuming the position 
of General Chairman of the Republican Na- 
tional Committee, and I will recommend to 
the RNC that this appointment be con- 
firmed. Some may remember the Paul Laxalt 
role, close to the White House, very helpful 
at the committee, and that precedent is 
there. 

He’s been at my side, Sam Skinner has, 
in politics and Government, too, for over a 
decade. He served the public with extraor- 


Aug. 13 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


dinary distinction in Illinois and is a re- 
spected and highly effective member of my 
Cabinet. Remember he was responsible, I’d 
give him a major part of the credit, for pass- 
ing the historic transportation bill to modern- 
ize our National Highway System, a signifi- 
cant accomplishment. 

I am personally appreciative of his willing- 
ness to assume this new assignment as we 
move into the general election campaign. I 
am convinced that this appointment will 
strengthen the Republican National Com- 
mittee structure, and Sam will be able to 
work very closely with Rich Bond who will 
remain as chairman. 

I recognize that many Americans today are 
anxious. Many have genuine concerns; others 
have doubts. But over the past 4 years Ameri- 
cans have accomplished results that once 
seemed beyond possibility. Now we'll focus 
our attention on the policies at home and 
abroad that will make the United States 
unrivaled on all fronts, economically secure 
for our children, and a safer and better place 
to live. 

That’s the end of the statement. Marlin 
will be able to flesh out some of the details 
for you. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:02 a.m. in 
the Briefing Room at the White House. 


Letter Accepting the Resignation of 
James A. Baker III as Secretary of 
State 


August 13, 1992 


Dear Jim: 

With this letter, I accept with deep appre- 
ciation your decision to resign as Secretary 
of State effective August 23, 1992; and I look 
forward, with great pleasure, to your joining 
me at the White House as Chief of Staff and 
Senior Counselor to the President. 

Your service as Secretary of State has been 
superb. You have brought to foreign policy- 
making a rare combination of personal char- 
acteristics: substantive command, political 
sophistication, extraordinary negotiating 
skills, tireless dedication, personal integrity, 
and consistent grace. Applying these distinc- 
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tive characteristics in yet one more public 
policy domain, you have again excelled. 

With your outstanding leadership at State, 
Eastern Europe has been liberated. Ger- 
many has been peacefully and democratically 
unified, within NATO. The Soviet empire 
has disbanded; the captive nations have re- 
gained their independence; and Russia is be- 
coming a democratic nation, seeking to trans- 
form itself into a market economy. You have 
successfully concluded negotiations that 
make the risk of super-power nuclear conflict 
a thing of the past. At the same time, you 
have turned U.S. strategy toward the new 
post-Cold War era by establishing a frame- 
work for continued U.S. engagement in Eu- 
rope; and by advancing the global effort to 
stem the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

In addition, you deserve special credit for 
leading our successful negotiating efforts to 
stabilize areas of regional conflict: first, gain- 
ing international support for free elections 
in Nicaragua and a peace accord for E] Sal- 
vador; second, organizing a U.N. coalition 
that effectively stopped and reversed Iraqi 
aggression in Kuwait; and finally, getting 
Arabs and Israelis to sit down together—in 
order that a stable Mideast peace might be 
won in the aftermath of the Gulf War. 

The record is of genuinely historic propor- 
tions. I can well understand your reluctance 
to resign as Secretary of State. 

Foreign policy will continue to demand 
igilant and creative attention in the post- 
Cold War period and the team there at the 
Department of State under Acting Secretary 
Larry Eagleburger, working closely with the 
White House as you have done so well, is 
well qualified to handle any and all chal- 
lenges. But America will not be able to fulfill 
her historic mission at home or abroad if our 
domestic leadership and performance are not 
strong and secure. 

To help assure that America enjoys both 
domestic strength and security, I have asked 
you to join me in the White House. As a 
former Chief of Staff and Treasury Secretary, 
you bring extraordinary skills and experience 
to the policy challenges that lie immediately 
before us. It is imperative that we define ap- 
propriate new policies for a changing domes- 
tic environment—just as we have done for 
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a radically transformed international environ- 
ment. In so doing, we must attend to the 
connections between domestic and foreign 
policy, and between economic and security 
policy. At the same time, we must develop 
and implement more effective strategies for 
advancing our policies through the U.S. Con- 
gress. 

For all of this, you are uniquely well-suit- 
ed. I am profoundly grateful that you have 
agreed to yet another challenge of service. 
We have been friends and colleagues for a 
very long time. So again let me say: I appre- 
ciate your willingness to change assignments, 
and look forward to our working even more 
closely together. 

Barbara and I know how difficult the de- 
mands of travel have been for you, Susan, 
Mary Bonner and the rest of the family. If 
there is any consolation in this new challenge, 
it may be that, although I will still call upon 
you in foreign policy, you will not have to 
travel so much in this new job! 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Dear Mr. President: 

It is with pride and a sense of accomplish- 
ment that I submit my resignation to you as 
Secretary of State effective August 23. It is 
also with a sense of gratitude to you, Mr. 
President. Gratitude because you have 
placed great trust and confidence in me and 
do so again by asking me to work with you 
to build a safe, strong America at home and 
abroad. Gratitude, also, because you gave me 
the high honor of serving you to shape Amer- 
ican foreign policy during a period of extraor- 
dinary and revolutionary change. 

I have little doubt that when we look back 
on these last three years and seven months, 
we'll understand we've lived through a fun- 
damental watershed in world politics. In this 
short period of time the strategic verities of 
the post-World War II era were shattered. 
The Cold War ended. The division of Europe 
was undone. The Soviet empire collapsed, 
and the Soviet Union dissolved. 

Changing those verities created new hopes 
and new possibilities—and what was un- 
thinkable before became achievable through 
very active and dynamic diplomacy that you 
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mandated. Germany was unified in NATO, 
something we were told at the time was im- 
ssible. Central America has been trans- 
ormed through a policy based on free elec- 
tions and peaceful reconciliation of long- 
standing differences. A peaceful settlement 
has been developed for Cambodia. Iraqi ag- 
gression was defeated in Kuwait with an un- 
mest coalition that would never have 
een possible in the bipolar world of the past. 
And, in the aftermath, in defeating Iraq and 
rescuing Kuwait, it became possible to break 
the historical taboo and produce Arab and 
Palestinian partners to talk peace with Israel. 

Nothing was inevitable, and managing 
these historic transformations both to create 
new possibilities and to ensure a peaceful 
transition to a new, vastly safer world re- 
quired very active American leadership. You 
provided it, Mr. President. 

Working with Presidents Yeltsin, 
Kravchuk, and others, we managed to help 
shape a peaceful dissolution of the Soviet 
Union and empire; to ensure there would be 
no new nuclear states emerging from the 
breakup of the USSR; to assure that tactical 
nuclear weapons would not fall into dan- 
gerous hands; and to negotiate ground-break- 
ing START and CFE agreements that dras- 
tically reduce both nuclear and conventional 
arms. 

On top of this, Mr. President, we were able 
to conclude the most far-reaching under- 
standing on strategic arms reduction in his- 
tory at your June Summit with President 
Yeltsin. We came into office with the US hav- 
ing 13,000 strategic nuclear arms and the So- 
viets about 11,000. Your agreement with 
President Yeltsin means we will slash those 
levels by over 75 percent by the year 2003. 
In addition, we will eliminate all MIRVed 
ICBMs, the most destabilizing strategic 
weapons. 

There is still much to be done and new 
international challenges to deal with. The 
tragedy that is unfolding in the former Yugo- 
slavia is a reminder of one of the new dangers 
in the world caused by the explosive mix of 
extremist nationalism and ethnicity in poli- 
tics. As you have led the way in ending the 
Cold War, so too we must lead in building 
a new peace, developing the collective means 
to defuse these kinds of conflicts before they 
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begin; contain those where they can’t be de- 
fused; and employ peacekeepers and mon- 
itors to preserve ceasefires and ensure condi- 
tions for peacemaking. That’s a tall order, 
and it will require American leadership. But 
it will be necessary if we are to mobilize the 
coalitions that can be useful and effective in 
dealing with a challenge we and others are 
sure to face in the years ahead. 

Active American leadership will also be 
necessary as we continue our efforts to stop 
and undo the proliferation of nuclear, chemi- 
cal, and biological weapons and the missiles 
that might deliver them. This will increas- 
ingly dominate the arms control agenda of 
the 1990’s. 

Of course, we will also have to continue 
accelerating our efforts to promote free mar- 
kets and free trade and facilitate the work 
of American businesses and investors over- 
seas. Free markets and free trade do not sim- 
ply reflect our values, they promote our eco- 
nomic growth and well-being. The more we 
open markets to our goods and services inter- 
nationally, the more we will expand economi- 
cally and generate good jobs domestically. 
NAFTA can be a model for the future. 

I look forward to supporting your efforts 
to more strongly integrate domestic and for- 
eign policy and to build our strength here 
at home. Mr. President, we have been friends 
for 35 years, and I have always known you 
to finish the jobs you’ve begun. Work re- 
mains to be done and I look forward to help- 
ing you complete the job you started. 

Sincerely, 


James A. Baker III 


Note: These letters were made available by 
the Office of the Press Secretary but were 


not issued as White House press releases. 


Letter Accepting the Resignation of 
Samuel K. Skinner as Chief of Staff to 
the President 


August 13, 1992 


Dear Sam: 

It is with deep regret but even more with 
pride in your many accomplishments that I 
accept your resignation as Chief of Staff. I 
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am very pleased, at the same time, that you 
will serve as General Chairman of the Re- 
publican National Committee. 

You have worked in every one of my cam- 
paigns since 1979, and you have served with 
great distinction in two demanding jobs in 
the last four years. As Secretary of Transpor- 
tation, you developed the National Transpor- 
tation Policy that will keep our Nation on 
the move well into the next century, obtained 
record levels of Federal funding for the avia- 
tion infrastructure, and strengthened mass 
transit programs. Under your leadeiship, the 
Coast Guard performed superbly in Oper- 
ations Desert Storm and Desert Shield. 

Your many accomplishments at the De- 
partment are crowned by one of our most 
significant legislative achievements—the 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Effi- 
ciency Act. That law establishes the National 
Highway System, builds partnerships be- 
tween all levels of government and the pri- 
vate sector, and strengthens highway safety 
programs. 

As Chief of Staff, you led the White House 
during a period of great change both at home 
and abroad. I deeply appreciate your loyalty 
in fighting for the programs that we know 
will change America for the better. This year, 
among many other accomplishments, we pre- 
sented our Comprehensive Health Care Re- 
form proposals, accelerated welfare reform 
in the States, and announced the “G.I. Bill 
for Children” to promote school choice for 
middle- and low-income families. We sent 
our economic growth agenda to Congress 
and worked to improve our economy, to en- 
sure that every American who wants to work 
can have a productive job, and we concluded 
negotiations for a North American Free 
Trade Agreement. In foreign relations, Presi- 
dent Yeltsin had a successful State Visit to 
Washington. 

Throughout your distinguished career, 
both in your beloved Illinois and on the na- 
tional scene, you have been known for your 
integrity and “can do” approach to problems. 
As a lawyer and public servant, you have 
brought your friendly style and deep devo- 
tion to the principles we share, and all of 
us at the White House are the richer for your 
tenure here. 
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I am deeply grateful for all your accom- 
plishments on behalf of our Nation. Thank 
you for your service, dedication, and most 
of all your friendship to me and my entire 
family. 

Barbara and I send our warmest wishes 
to you and Honey. 

Most sincerely, 


George Bush 


Dear Mr. President: 

It has been the greatest honor of my life 
to serve in your Administration as Secretary 
of Transportation and Chief of Staff. When 
I arrived from Chicago almost four years ago, 
I had a single aim: to faithfully serve you and 
this Nation. I am proud that, under your 
leadership, we have accomplished much. It 
has truly been an exhilarating and rewarding 
four years. 

History will judge you to be one of the 
greatest Presidents this country has ever had. 
But it is vitally important that you be per- 
mitted to finish the work you have begun, 
here and around the world. I will do every- 
thing within my power to support your elec- 
tion to a second term. 

I respectfully resign the office of Chief of 
Staff to the President of the United States 
effective August 23, 1992. 


Samuel K. Skinner 


Note: These letters were made available by 
the Office of the Press Secretary but were 
not issued as White House press releases. 


Excerpt of Remarks by Press 
Secretary Fitzwater Announcing 
White House Staff Appointments 


August 13, 1 992 


I'd like to announce several additions to 
the White House staff. Margaret Tutwiler 
will return as Assistant to the President for 
Communications. Robert Zoellick will be- 
come Assistant to the President and Deputy 
Chief of Staff. Dennis Ross will become As- 
sistant to the President for Policy Planning. 
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Janet Mullins will become Assistant to the 
President for Political Affairs. 

All of these Presidential appointments will 
become effective on August 23, 1992. In ad- 
dition, Steve Provost, who is currently on the 
staff, will become Assistant to the President 
and chief speechwriter. 


Note: Press Secretary Fitzwater made this 
announcement during his press briefing 
which began at 10:25 a.m. 


Statement on the United Nations 
Security Council Vote on 
Humanitarian Aid to Bosnia 


August 13, 1992 


Last week the United States proposed that 
the U.N. Security Council authorize all meas- 
ures necessary to see to it that humanitarian 
aid is delivered to the citizens of Bosnia. I 
welcome today’s vote approving a resolution 
which does just that. The United States 
worked hard for this result. The international 
community has served notice that the inno- 
cent people caught in this conflict will not 
be denied the means to survive. 

Our hope is to be able to maintain and 
broaden the relief effort through cooperation 
not only with our partners, the responsible 
relief agencies and the United Nations, but 
also with the parties to the conflict. I call 
on the authorities in Belgrade, the leadership 
of the Bosnian Serbs, and the Governments 
of Bosnia and Croatia to give their full co- 
operation to this effort. For all concerned, 
this is surely the preferred way of getting 
help to hundreds of thousands of victims. 

The international community must be able 
to reach people trapped by the fighting. All 
parties should facilitate immediate and safe 
access for international teams to visit cities 
and areas under siege in order to assess con- 
ditions and relief requirements. We expect 
full cooperation. 

We have moved urgently to gain access to 
all camps, prisons, and detention centers, as 
today’s U.N. resolution demands. As a result 
of the emergency meeting of the U.N. 
Human Rights Commission going on right 
now, we expect international inspectors to 
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have unimpeded and continuous access to all 
“agave camps or centers. Any brutality must 

e exposed and terminated, and the practi- 
tioners held personally accountable for their 
crimes. The U.N. Security Council has today 
also passed a resolution proposed by the 
United States to put war criminals on notice 
that they will be brought to justice. We seek 
and expect the full cooperation of all the par- 
ties in uncovering the facts, identifying those 
responsible, and bringing an end to acts of 
barbarism. 

The United States has also taken action 
on the other initiatives I presented on August 
6. Measures to inhibit a spillover of the con- 
flict are moving ahead, and we are pressing 
for agreement in the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe on our proposal 
to put monitors in other parts of the former 
Yugoslavia to discourage human rights abuses 
and violence. 

We are also tightening the economic sanc- 
tions imposed by the United Nations on Ser- 
bia. Those responsible for aggression are also 
responsible for the damaye being done to the 
Serbian economy by the sanctions. 

Finally, I am pleased at the strong biparti- 
san concern and support we have received 
as we grapple with this very complex, very 
agonizing, and very dangerous conflict. I 
would also like to praise those journalists who 
risk their lives in the cause of reporting this 
terrible conflict. We are all shocked and sad- 
dened to learn that one of the latest casual- 
ties is ABC producer David Kaplan. 

Today’s United Nations vote marks an im- 
pore milestone in our response to this 
auman tragedy. We will continue to work 
with the international community to end the 
violence and relieve the suffering. 


Statement by Press Secreta 
Fitzwater on the Military Airlift for 
Humanitarian Aid to Somalia 
August 13, 1992 


The President has ordered the Depart- 
ment of Defense to offer a U.S. military air- 
lift to transport a U.N. guard force and its 
associated equipment to Somalia. Authorized 
by U.N. Security Council Resolution 751, the 
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force of 500 guards will help provide the se- 
curity needed to deliver food and other relief 
supplies so desperately needed in Somalia. 
Now that the relevant Somali factions have 
agreed with the United Nations, the guards 
should be transported to Mogadishu as soon 
as possible. 


This offer to the United Nations of airlift 
assistance is part of a broader U.S. effort to 
prevent suffering and starvation in Somalia. 
The total U.S. contribution to Somali relief 
to date has exceeded $76 million, and we will 
be intensifying our efforts in the days and 
weeks to come. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the Chemical Weapons 
Convention 


August 13, 1992 


The President announced today strong 
United States support for the Chemical 
Weapons Convention completed at the Con- 
ference on Disarmament in Geneva, August 
7. He said the United States is committed 
to signing the treaty as soon as it is open 
for signature, and he called on all other na- 
tions to make a similar pledge. 


The treaty, concluded after years of inten- 
sive negotiations, calls for the total banning 
of chemical weapons worldwide. The United 
States has been committed to that goal since 
the beginning of the negotiations and ap- 
plauds the dedicated efforts of all who have 
helped to bring the talks to a successful con- 
clusion. The United States firmly believes 
that removing the threat of these weapons 
of terror is now possible and will be achieved 
when all states join and abide by this treaty. 


The United States underscores its inten- 
tion of working actively to bring the Chemi- 
cal Weapons Convention into force at the 
earliest possible date and believes that all re- 
sponsible governments will join us in this 
pursuit. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting Proposed Legislation 
on Welfare Reform 


August 13, 1992 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Enclosed for the consideration of the Con- 
gress are four legislative proposals to pro- 
mote work, provide flexibility, and encourage 
innovation in Federal public assistance pro- 
grams. Enactment of these proposals is a 
necessary step to ending welfare being a way 
of life and accomplishing this task in a way 
that learns what works in making public as- 
sistance recipients self-sufficient. 


Much has been accomplished during my 
Administration to transform welfare from a 
system of assistance to a ladder of oppor- 
tunity. Much more can be pried vet 
What we have done and what we have al- 
ready asked you to do were reviewed in a 
paper my Administration released on July 31. 


We must do more if we are to realize the 
call I made in my State of the Union address 
to you earlier this year to replace the assump- 
tions of the welfare state. My objective for 
welfare reform is this: to create conditions 
that will enable recipients of public assist- 
ance to achieve self-sufficiency at the earliest 
possible moment. Achieving this goal means 
a new commitment to work. To realize this 
commitment, I am proposing to remove ob- 
stacles and limitations that currently face 
States that want to make a commitment to 
work the center of what welfare means in 
that State. The “Welfare Employment and 
Flexibility Amendments of 1992” and the 
“Food Stamp Employment and Flexibility 
Amendments of 1992,” forwarded with this 
letter, remove limits to work. 


In the State of the Union address, I prom- 
ised help for States that wanted to reform 
their welfare systems. The Federal Govern- 
ment would give expeditious consideration of 
State requests for waivers. Since that time, 
my Administration has approved six dem- 
onstration waiver projects be five States. 


All six demonstrations involve the Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) 
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program. But our public assistance program 
is broader than AFDC, and many individuals 
benefit from multiple programs. The “Food 
Stamp Employment and Flexibility Amend- 
ments of 1992” and the “Housing Assistance 
Innovation Act of 1992” create the authority 
comparable to that available for AFDC to 
test new ideas in the food stamp and public 
housing programs. 

And yet the program of assistance to low- 
income Americans offered by the Federal 
Government is far more extensive than 
AFDC, food stamps, and public housing. 
One effort to catalogue them all counted 
more than 150 programs. To allow States, lo- 
calities, and community groups to pursue 
new ways for programs to function and inter- 
act, we propose the “Community Oppor- 
tunity Pilot Project Act of 1992.” This would 
allow five communities, competitively se- 
lected, to put into effect new ideas about how 
the streams of resources from the myriad 
Federal programs that reach a single commu- 
nity can be made to serve as an integrated 
effort to create opportunity for the low-in- 
come residents of that community they are 
intended to serve. 

We must give new attention to personal 
responsibility, especially that of absent par- 
ents. All mothers and fathers have obligations 
to their children. Child support enforcement 
holds absent parents responsible for financial 
support of their children. Under my Admin- 
istration, the number of identified absent fa- 
thers has already increased dramatically— 
from 307,000 in 1988 to 462,000 in 1991— 
but the number is still too low. Thus our 
“Welfare Employment and_ Flexibility 
Amendments of 1992” proposes to strength- 
en the requirement that mothers receiving 
assistance identify the fathers of their chil- 
dren. 

Progress has been made in making our 
welfare system an opportunity system, but 
this progress has been insufficient to the task 
at hand. Prompt enactment of the legislation 
I forward with this letter will add rungs to 
the ladder of self-sufficiency we offer to re- 
cipients of public assistance. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 
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Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and Dan Quayle, President of the Sen- 


ate. 


White House Fact Sheet: The 
President’s Welfare Reform 
Legislation 

August 14, 1992 


The President has transmitted to the Con- 
gress by letters to the President of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House four legislative 
proposals to implement those parts of his 
welfare reform strategy requiring legislative 
changes. The President announced his plans 
for further welfare reform on July 31, 1992, 
in Riverside, CA. 

The legislative proposals sent to the Con- 
gress today are the: 

e “Welfare Employment and Flexibility 
Amendments of 1992” that would 
amend the Aid to Families with De- 
pendent Children (AFDC) statute; 
“Food Stamp Employment and Flexi- 
bility Amendments of 1992,” making 
similar changes to the Food Stamp Act; 
“Housing Assistance Innovation Act of 
1992” that would allow innovation in 
public and assisted housing programs on 
a basis similar to other welfare pro- 
grams; and 
“Community Opportunity Pilot Project 
Act of 1992” that would authorize selec- 
tion of five communities to redesign the 
delivery of Federal assistance to create 
increased opportunity in those commu- 
nities. 


The Problem 


Flexibility. Federal public assistance pro- 
grams are structured in fixed, categorical 
ways. This limits the ability of the State and 
local agencies administering Federal funds to 
meet local needs and conditions. 

State and local officials seeking a greater 
role for work in welfare programs face un- 


necessary obstacles in implementing 
workfare with significant work requirements. 
Current law limits the number of hours each 
month that a recipient can be required to 
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“work off’ to the number of hours that re- 
sults from dividing the amount of the AFDC 
benefit by the minimum wage ($4.25 nation- 
ally). A family household of $170 per month 
in AFDC would be limited to 10 hours per 
week. That family, however, may receive 
food stamps worth $210 per month and Med- 
icaid that provides insurance coverage worth 
$300 per month, bringing the total value of 
assistance to $680 per month. 

Also, Federal law limits the positions that 
can be used in workfare programs. Vacant 
positions in public or nonprofit agencies can- 
not be given to workfare participants. A pub- 
lic or nonprofit agency must create new posi- 
tions to take on someone with a workfare ob- 
ligation, either increasing the work done or 
dividing work among more workers. 

Scope of Innovation. Since the Presi- 
dent’s State of the Union Address, in which 
he pledged Federal cooperation with State 
efforts to reform welfare programs through 
expeditious consideration of requests for 
waivers of Federal law or regulations, six 
waivers have been granted to five States. All 
relate to AFDC and Medicaid program 
changes. The degree of flexibility currently 
available in the AFDC and Medicaid pro- 
grams does not exist for the food stamp, rent- 
al assistance, or public housing programs. 


The President’s Principles 


The President’s fundamental goal for wel- 
fare reform is to create a system that will 
enable welfare recipients to leave the system 
at the earliest possible time, as economically 
self-sufficient and responsible participants in 
their community. 


The President’s Legislative Proposals 


The President’s four legislative proposals 
to promote work, personal responsibility, and 
flexibility sent to the Congress today are: 

1. “Welfare Employment and Flexibility 
Amendments of 1992” 

The legislation would: 

e Relax restrictions on the placement of 
workfare participants in jobs. For exam- 
ple, a vacant real job could be assigned 
to a workfare participant; it would not 
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be necessary to create a new position 
or find new work to be done; 

Allow States to determine maximum 
workfare obligations by aggregating the 
value of AFDC payments, food stamps, 
Federal housing assistance, and average 
Medicaid costs, up to a maximum of 40 
hours per week. Current law allows only 
for inclusion of AFDC payments; 


Emphasize job search in welfare-to- 
work programs operating under the Job 
Opportunities and Basic Skills (JOBS) 
training program by removing limits on 
the period a person can continue to be 
asked to look for a job; 


Allow States to distribute AFDC bene- 
fits after work and training assignments 
have been completed; and 

Require that failure to provide promptly 
all information necessary to determine 
the father of a child would result in a 
partial loss of AFDC benefits for unco- 
operative mothers. AFDC payments are 
made because a parent, usually the fa- 
ther, is absent. The requirement in cur- 
rent law that a mother cooperate in 
identifying the father of her child, en- 
forced by the potential for losing part 
of the welfare check, would be ex- 
panded to include all information nec- 
essary to determine who the father is. 


2. “Food Stamp Employment and Flexibility 
Amendments of 1992” 


The legislation would: 


e Apply provisions in the “Welfare Em- 
ployment and Flexibility Amendments 
of 1992” that remove limitations on 
work requirements to the food stamp 
program; and 


Expand waiver authority in the Food 
Stamp Act to make it comparable to that 
available for AFDC. 


3. “Housing Assistance Innovation Act of 
1992” 


The legislation would: 


e Provide waiver authority for public 
housing agencies and resident manage- 
ment corporations so they could 4 new 
approaches to self-sufficiency and resi- 
dent empowerment; 
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e Allow waivers of Davis-Bacon wage re- 
quirements for residents of public hous- 
ing or subsidized housing and the 
homeless for projects that improve the 
housing and community in which they 
live and that increase their ability to get 
jobs; and 
Allow eviction of convicted felons from 
public housing without an administra- 
tive hearing where State eviction proc- 
esses contain similar due process pro- 
tections. 


4. “Community Opportunity Pilot Project 
Act of 1992” 

The legislation would: 

e Create broad authority to waive pro- 
gram rules that govern the use of Fed- 
eral funds to allow break-the-mold ap- 
proaches to creating opportunity and 
promoting self-sufficiency; 

Provide authority to approve projects in 

five communities that would be selected 

after a nationwide competition; 

Allow proposals to come from States, 

local governments, and nonprofit orga- 

nizations; and 

Evaluate the projects to determine their 

effect and the applicability of the 

projects’ findings. 

—For example, ideas that emerge from 
the effort to rebuild south central Los 
Angeles and the Atlanta Project could 
be implemented, even if they are not 
consistent with the rules that cur- 
rently govern Federal funds flowing 
to those areas. 

—A community could take Federal 
transportation, community develop- 
ment, food stamp, job training, and 
drug abuse treatment funds and de- 
vise a multiyear project for a group 
of youth that would provide them 
with drug treatment, transportation to 
jobs outside the community, and 
training for jobs the project would 
create in the home community. Com- 
pared to current law: 

The project and all its uses of sev- 
eral categorical funding programs for 
different purposes could be approved; 


and 
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All necessary waivers could be 
granted in a single action, without ap- 
plication to multiple agencies. 


Statement on the Summer Jobs 
Program for Disadvantaged Youth 


August 14, 1992 


I am pleased to announce that more than 
265,000 disadvantaged youth already have 
jobs under the $500 million supplemental ap- 
propriation for the 1992 Summer Youth Em- 
ployment and Training Program. More than 
116,000 of these young people are employed 
in the 75 largest cities. 


This is excellent news for our young people 
and our cities. It is a success story. We suc- 
cessfully urged the Congress to quickly ap- 
propriate the needed funds. Once the funds 
were appropriated, we moved quickly to get 
the money where it was needed to create the 
jobs. 


The 265,000 jobs resulting from the sup- 
plemental appropriation bring the total num- 
ber of jobs to date under the summer pro- 
gram to over 781,000 nationwide or 97 per- 
cent of the total expected. 


Prior to the approval of the supplemental 
appropriation for the summer jobs program, 
over 516,000 disadvantaged an would 
have had jobs, nearly 145,000 in the 75 larg- 
est cities and about 371,000 throughout the 
country. 


Another 23,000 young people are expected 
to have summer jobs before the program 
ends. Of these, about 7,000 are likely to be 
in the 75 largest cities and 16,000 are ex- 
pected in the rest of the Nation. 


I commend the entire job training net- 
work, including the Department of Labor 
and the States and localities for putting the 
expanded summer program in place very 
quickly. On June 19, 1992, Governors and 
large city mayors were notified of their share 
of funds under the emergency aid bill. Offi- 
cial funding authorization was issued on June 
24, 1992. 
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The summer jobs program is part of the 
Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA), admin- 
istered by the Employment and Training Ad- 
ministration of the U.S. Department of 
Labor. JTPA, which began operating in 1983, 
has served more than 10 million adults and 
youth who face economic, social, and other 
barriers to employment. 


White House Statement on the 
Forests for the Future Initiative 


August 14, 1992 


The White House yesterday launched im- 
plementation of the President’s Forests for 
the Future initiative. The initiative will be 
directed by an interagency task force co- 
chaired by William K. Reilly, Administrator 
of the EPA and former president of World 
Wildlife Fund and the Conservation Founda- 
tion, and C. Boyden Gray, Counsel to the 
President. 

The Forests for the Future initiative, an- 
nounced by the President on June 1 and ad- 
vanced at the Rio Earth summit, is designed 
to stimulate effective actions for forest con- 
servation and sustainable use. It follows from 
the President’s call at the Houston economic 
summit in July 1990 for a global agreement 
to conserve forests, which led to the State- 
ment of Forest Principles agreed to in Rio. 
It encourages the cooperative, joint actions 
which may help to achieve a global forest 
agreement, pee A builds on the administra- 
tion’s actions to conserve U.S. forests, such 
as the America the Beautiful initiative and 
the new ecosystem approach adopted in June 
by the major Federal forest management 
Agencies. 

Under the initiative, countries would form 
cooperative, action-oriented forest partner- 
ships to conserve and sustainably use forests. 
Partnerships would be based on proposals 
made by interested countries using effective 
and efficient approaches. To support such 
partnerships, the President is urging coun- 
tries to double international forest assistance 
to a new international total of $2.7 billion 
per year. The President has committed an 
additional $150 million next year above al- 
ready planned U.S. forest assistance and is 
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working with other countries to gain their 
participation. 

At its meeting yesterday, the task force 
emphasized the need to make progress as 
soon as possible by pursuing early forest part- 
nerships with interested countries, and by 
convening a partnership forum to share ideas 
on forest conservation and sustainable use. 
Forest partnerships will be the key to achiev- 
ing meaningful conservation results and mo- 
tivating additional participation in the initia- 
tive. 

In addition to cochairs Reilly and Gray, 
the task force includes senior officials from 
the State Department, the Agency for Inter- 
national Development, the USDA Forest 
Service, the Bureau of Land Management, 
the Smithsonian Institution, the Office of 
Management and Budget, the Council on 
Environmental Quality, the Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers, the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy, the Office of Policy 
Development, and the National Security 
Council. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on Additional 
Humanitarian Aid for Somalia 


August 14, 1992 


The growing suffering and mass death by 
starvation in Somalia is a major human trag- 
edy. The United States Government and 
other international donors have already made 
significant contributions to alleviate this 
manmade famine. Because armed bands are 
stealing and hoarding food as well as attack- 
ing international relief workers, the primary 
challenge that the international community 
faces is the delivery of relief supplies. 

The United States will take a leading role 
with other nations and international organi- 
zations to overcome the obstacles and ensure 
that food reaches those who so desperately 
need it. 

On Thursday, we announced our offer to 
transport U.N. troops to enhance security for 
food deliveries in Mogadishu. Today, the 
President is announcing the following addi- 
tional measures: 
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1. The Defense Department will begin as 
soon as possible emergency airlift operations 
to deliver food. We are asking the Kenyan 
Government to join us in supporting airlifts 
to northern Kenya for Somali refugees and 
drought-stricken Kenyans and to locations in- 
side Somalia where there is sufficient secu- 
rity to support these relief operations. We 
are also examining other means of delivering 
food to Somalia. 

2. Ambassador Perkins at the United Na- 
tions will begin immediate consultations to 
seek a Security Council resolution that would 
authorize the use of additional measures to 
ensure that humanitarian relief can be deliv- 
ered. 

3. We are also proposing that the United 
Nations convene a donors conference to in- 
clude representatives of the major Somali 
factions so that their cooperation can be 
gained. Such cooperation would be the most 
important step to accelerate delivery of relief 
supplies and minimize security problems. 

4. The President has also directed that an 
additional 145,000 tons of American food be 
made available for Somalia. 

5. Finally, to ensure that all U.S. relief ac- 
tivities are properly coordinated, Andrew 
Natsios, Assistant Administrator of AID for 
Food and Humanitarian Assistance, has been 
appointed as Special Coordinator for Somali 
Relief. 

The President calls upon other nations to 
join us in this urgent and important effort 
to alleviate starvation in Somalia. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





August 8 

Diana Gail Mills, of Means, KY 
August 9 

Fanniedell Peeples, of Detroit, MI 
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August 10 


Father Jim Scholz and the volunteers of Sa- 
cred Heart Elementary School, of Omaha, 
NE 


August 11 


Volunteers of Kids With Character, of Colum- 
bus, MS 


August 12 
Ethletta Charles, of Danville, PA 
August 13 


Volunteers of Caldwell Care Network, of 
Caldwell, KS 


August 14 


Volunteers of Steamer Company No. 5, of 
Richmond, VA 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





August 8 

In Kennebunkport, ME, the President met 
in the afternoon with Deputy U.S. Perma- 
nent Representative to the United Nations 
Alexander Watson, Secretary of Defense 
Dick Cheney, Deputy Secretary of State 
Lawrence S. Eagleburger, and Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs 
Brent Scowcroft to review the situation in 
Bosnia. 


August 10 

In Kennebunkport, ME, the President 
held meetings with Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin of Israel. 


August 11 

In the morning, the President met with 
Prime Minister Rabin. Following the meet- 
ing, the President and Mrs. Bush and Prime 
Minister and Mrs. Rabin returned to Wash- 
ington, DC. 
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In the afternoon, the President met with 
Jewish media representatives. He then met 
with congressional leaders. 


August 12 
In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with: 

—members of Congress; 

—domestic advisers; 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff. 

In the afternoon, the President met with: 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—economists; 

—Samuel K. Skinner. 


August 13 
In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with: 

—domestic advisers; 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of Health and Human Serv- 
ices Louis W. Sullivan. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 

Bush traveled to Camp David, MD. 


August 14 

The President declared a major disaster 
exists in the State of Florida and ordered 
Federal aid to supplement State and local 
recovery efforts in the area struck by severe 
storms and flooding on June 23-30. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted August 10 


Harry J. Gilmore, 

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Armenia. 


Submitted August 12 


Lois L. Evans, 

of New York, to be the Representative of the 
United States of America on the Economic 
and Social Council of the United Nations, 
with the rank of Ambassador. 


John J. Maresca, 

a career member of the Senior Foreign Serv- 
ice, class of Minister-Counselor, for the rank 
of Ambassador during his tenure of service 
as Special Cyprus Coordinator. 


Brian C. Griffin, 

of Oklahoma, to be Chairman of the Admin- 
istrative Conference of the United States for 
the term of 5 years, vice Marshall Jordan 
Breger. 
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Released August 8 


Announcement: 

President’s meeting on the situation in 
Bosnia—by Marlin Fitzwater, Press Sec- 
retary to the President 
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Released August 10 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on Governor Clinton’s eco- 
nomic plan—by Clayton Yeutter, Counselor 
to the President for Domestic Affairs 


Released August 12 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the North American free 
trade agreement—by Ambassador Carla A. 
Hills, U.S. Trade Representative 


Released August 13 


Transcript: 
Remarks by Secretary of State James A. 
Baker III at the State Department 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on AIDS research, prevention, 
and treatment efforts—by Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Louis W. Sulli- 
van 


Statement: 

Resignation from White House staff and ac- 
ceptance of position as General Chairman of 
the Republican National Committee—by 
Samuel K. Skinner, Chief of Staff to the 
President 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 11 


H.R. 4026 / Public Law 102-338 
Zuni River Watershed Act of 1992 


H.R. 5566 / Public Law 102-339 
To provide additional time to negotiate set- 
tlement of a land dispute in South Carolina 


Approved August 12 


S.J. Res. 270 / Public Law 102-340 

To designate August 15, 1992, as “82d Air- 
borne Division 50th Anniversary Recognition 
Day” 


Approved August 14 


H.R. 5487 / Public Law 102-341 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 1993 


S. 2759 / Public Law 102-342 
Child Nutrition Amendments of 1992 
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Defense and national security 
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